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FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS

COMMISSIONERS OF HIS MAJESTY'S TREASURY.

My Lords,

I HAVE the honour to submit to your Lordships the

Fifty-third Annual Report of the Postmaster-General, being

an account of the business of the Post Office during the year

ended the 31st March 1907.

It is estimated that the number of postal packets delivered Statistics of

in the United Kingdom during the year 1906-7 was as p^j^, See

follows :—

Increase Average
 Number.

over 1905-6.

per Cent. No. for each

Person.

Letters 2,804,400,000 3-6 64-1

Postcards - - 831,400,000 3-9 19-0

Halfpenny packets 933,200,000 4-7 21-3

Newspapers 189,100,000 2-0 4-3

•Parcels 104,820,000 3-1 24

Total 4,862,920,000 38 111-1

also Appen

dix A.,

pp. 32-37.

The growth of the number of letters has been maintained,

the rate of increase having risen by 0-5 this year. The number

of postcards, although increasing, is increasing more and more

slowly, the rate of increase being 3 9 per cent, this year, as

against 9 per cent, in the preceding year, and 19 7 per cent, in

1904-5. The growth in the popularity of pictorial postcards

apparently reached its climax two years ago, and the rate of

increase appears to have returned to the normal. In the case

of the halfpenny packets and the parcels the accuracy of the

comparison between the years 1903-6 and 1906-7 is vitiated

by alterations which took place in these two posts in the latter

year.

The number of letters registered during 1906-7 was See also

18,491,770, showing a decrease of 0*8 per cent, on the figures Appendix A.,

for the previous year. The number of parcels registered was Pp* 38-4^

1,009,848—a decrease of 3-6 per cent.

Express Delivery Services.

The total number of express services performed was See also

1,673,258, as compared with 1,578,746 last year. The rate of Appendix A.,

increase, approximately 6 per cent., is less than that of previous PaSe

years, the decline being most marked in London, where the

Tbi3 figure includes parcels sent from this country abroad.



number of services rose only from 1,010,815 to 1,048,440, or

about 3§ per cent. This result may, I think, be attributed

mainly to the increased use of the telephone for messages

formerly delivered by express messengers, and to the steps

recently taken by the police to restrict the activity of betting

agents, a class which makes considerable use of the express

service.

Undelivered Postal Packets.

Statistics. The number of undelivered packets, including packets

See also entirely unaddressed and articles found loose, treated during

AaPee60iXG" the year ended 31st March 1907 reachecl the large total of

page . 29,766,394, an increase of 9*84 per cent, over the total for the

preceding year. This increase is distributed over all the various

classes of correspondence except parcels, which show a slight

decrease.

The undeliverable registered letters and letters containing

property numbered 353,892, or 1057 per cent, more than, in

1905-6. These letters contained 16.694Z. 16s. Id. in cash and

bank notes, and 671,044£. 15«. llcZ. in bills, cheques, money

orders, postal orders and stamps.

The packets posted without any address and the articles

found loose in the post during the year numbered 423,085, an

increase of 2*47 per cent, on the number for the preceding year.

Included among these were cash and bank notes to the value of

1,493//., and cheques and other forms of remittance to the value

of 25,129/.

Home Mail Services.

Fishguard In August last the Great Western Railway Company'^

and Kosslare new route to Ireland by way of Fishguard and Rosslare was

Ireland0 opened for traffic, and advantage was taken of the facilities

afforded by the new service for the conveyance of Letter and

Parcel Mails. A material acceleration has resulted in the

exchange of correspondence between London, Birmingham,

Bristol, and South Wales on the one side, and towns in the

South of Ireland on the other.

Night Mail I have been able to make arrangements for the running of

Service to a train from Stirling to Oban all the year round instead of only

Oban. during the three summer months. This train takes on the

correspondence conveyed by the Night Mail train from London

and the South generally as soon as it reaches Stirling ; and its

delivery in Oban, and other places served by the train, is thus

effected much earlier than under the former' arrangements^

which gave rise to dissatisfaction.

Frequency It will be remembered that it was announced last year that;

of delivery in steps would be taken wherever possible to afford a more frequent

D™°^otEnral delivery °f correspondence in remote parts of the United
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Kingdom. Much has already been done iu this respect, arrange

ments having been already sanctioned under which about a

million letters a year will benefit. Further improvements are

under consideration, and will be carried into effect in the near

future.

About thirty-five mail services are now performed by Motor Use of

Vans, the work being undertaken by contractors, who provide motors,

the vans and employ the drivers. Motor vans have proved to

be more economical than horse vans when the load is heavy and

the distance considerable, and their greater speed is of course an

important factor.

The experiment has recently been tried, with fairly satis

factory results, of hiring Motor Tricycle Carriers for use on light

mail services in London. Motor Vans are also being used to an

increasing extent by the contractors for the Mail Cart services

in London.

The promised simplification of the rules respecting the Inland

Halfpenny Packet Post was carried into effect on the 1st of Halfpenny

October 1906. Under the new regulations the privilege of the Packet Post-

halfpenny rate is extended so as to include practically all formal

partly printed documents in general use in business, and the

scope of the post is widened in other directions. The public

have availed themselves largely of the concessions made.

Under the Post Office (Literature for the Blind) Act, 1906, " Blind

the postage on packets of papers and books impressed for the Literature "

use of the blind was substantially reduced on and from the 08 '

1st of September last. Such packets can now be sent in the

Inland Service at the following rates :—

For a packet not exceeding 2 ozs. in weight, ^d.

„ exceeding 2 ozs., and not exceeding 2 lbs., Id.

„ exceeding 2 lbs., and not exceeding 5 lbs,, l^d.

„ exceeding 5 lbs., and not exceeding 6 lbs., 2^d.

The concession has, I am glad to think, given great satis

faction to all who are interested in the welfare of the blind.

On the 1 8th of February last a simplification was introduced Treatment

in the treatment of registered correspondence. Formerly a of Registered

registered packet was advised from one Post Office to another de^ce^011"

by the name of the person to whom it was addressed and the

place of destination. It is now the practice to affix to each

packet a label bearing the name of the Office of Posting, and a

serial number, and to advise the packet by the particulars on

that label. So far, the new method has worked satisfactorily.

It was arranged at the Postal Union Congress of Rome that

this system, already adopted by several foreign Post Offices,

should become general throughout the Union in the Autumn of

this year.
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FOHEIGN AND COLONIAL POST.

Postal.Union. Arrangements have been in progress for bringing into

Reforms. operation the postal changes decided on at the sixth Congress of

the Postal Union held at Rome in 190(5, to which reference was

made in my last report.

The details and results of the discussion relating to the

transit of correspondence through Union and non -Union

Countries have already been laid before your Lordships in

the report of the British delegates ; and it will perhaps suffice

to state that at the Home Congress, as on previous occasions,

the general principles of the Postal Union were consistently

developed and maintained.

In accordance with a general understanding the regulations

relating to post-cards have already been relaxed by the British

Post Office in certain respects ; and the other posl al reforms

agreed to by the Congress are to come into operation on the

1st of October next. The postage for letters sent from the

United Kingdom to Foreign Countries will then be 2 k/. for

the first ounce and l^d. for every succeeding ounce—a very

large reduction on the present rate of 1\d. for the first and each

successive half-ounce.* It is hoped at the same time to raise

from \ oz. to 1 oz. the unit of weight for letters passing for a

penny under the Imperial Penny Postage scheme.

The congress decided to extend the privileges of the sample

post to keys sent singly, consignments of fresh flowers (pro

vided they are not sent for commercial purposes), tubes of serum

and pathological specimens rendered innocuous by their mode

of preparation and packing ; and, in the case of printed matter,

further concessions were made as regards the manuscript,

additions permitted by the regulations.

Reference was made in my last Report to the scheme which

was adopted at the last Postal Conference as a means primarily

of enabling the sender of a letter addressed to a place abroad

to prepay a reply, and also of facilitating the remittance of very

•small sums. When the scheme comes into force in October

next, the public will be able to purchase Reply Coupons at any

Post Office, at the price of 3d. each. Each coupon will be

exchangeable for a postage stamp of 25 centimes or its equiva

lent by the Post Office of any country which agrees to accept

the scheme.

Canadian I came to an arrangeraent some months ago with the Post-

Magazine master General of the Dominion of Canada under which the

Post* rate of postage on British Newspapers, Magazines, and Trade

Journals for Canada, duly registered for the purpose, should be

* For instance, at present a letter for abroad weighing an ounce is

charged 5(2., a two-ounce letter 10<£.. a three-ounce letter Is. 3d. In future

(after 1st October) the charge will be one ounce 2ji., two ounces 4d„

three ounces 5£c£, &c.
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reduced from, roughly, 4d. a pound to Id. a pound when sent

by the direct Canadian Packets. This arrangement came into

force on the 1st of May 1907.

This concession was based on the consideration of the very

special and peculiar position, geographical and otherwise,

occupied by Canada. The rate of postage is less than the cost

of the service ; but the loss is diminished by the fact that the

Dominion Government relieve the British Post Office of the

whole cost of the ocean transit by the Canadian subsidized line.

The arrangement has placed the publishers of the United

Kingdom in a very favourable position in respect of the trans

mission of Newspapers, Magazines, and Trade Journals to

Canada ; and it is anticipated that it will be of considerable

advantage, both Imperially, commercially and otherwise. It

has already produced a large increase in the number of

magazines and newspapers sent to Canada.

The arrangement is an experimental one, and is limited in

the first instance to a period of four years.

The invitation for tenders for the Eastern Mail service after Eastern Mail

the 31st of January 1908 elicited no serious competition ; and, Service,

with your Lordships' sanction, I have been in negotiation with

the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company in

regard to their offer to provide for an annual subsidy of

305,000?. under a seven years' contract, an accelerated service

on the existing lines. This subsidy is 35,000i. less than the

amount paid at present. The duration of the voyage is to be

reduced between Brindisi and Bombay to 11 days 6 houis,

between Brindisi and Shanghai to 28 days 6 hours outwards,

and 28 days 22 houis homewards, and between Brindisi and

Adelaide to 26 days 14 hours outwards, and 27 days 2 hours

homewards, thus showing, as compared with the present time

table, accelerations of 8 hours in each direction on the Bombay

section, 34 hours outwards and 24 hours homewards on the

China section, and 36 hours outwards and 24 hours homewards

on the Australian section.

With your Lordships' approval a contract has been made "West Indian

with the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company for a fortnightly mail service.

Mail service between this country and the West Indies, and

this service is now in operation.

It is hoped that permanent arrangements will be made

under which a Colonial Packet service affording regular fort-

nightly communication between the West Indian Colonies will

be provided in direct connexion with the Imperial trans-Atlantic

service.

Arrangements have been made with the Royal Mail Steam Brazil and

Packet Company for a reduction of the rates of payment River Plate

applicable to the conveyance of Mails by their Packets to service'

Brazil and the River Plate, and for the conveyance of Mails by

the Company's extra steamships, fcr the use of which no pro

vision was made in the existing contract with the Post Office.
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Atlantic

mails. Sea

sorting.

Transfer of

White Star

Packets from

Liverpool to

Channel

Ports.

Suspension

of service to

New Zealand

via San

Francisco.

Japan and

China ser

vice via.

Vancouver.

Trans-

Siberian

route.

The Sea Post Offices have continued their operations on

board the stenmships of the White Star and American Lines

between the United Kingdom and New York during the past

year, and still work satisfactorily. I .regret tbat I have not yet

been able to establish similar Post Offices on board the Packets

of the Cunard Line. I am considering, in conjunction with the

Canadian Post Office, the possibility of establishing Sea Post

Offices on board the Direct Canadian Packets.

For reasons already communicated to your Lordships, it

was arranged some months ago that, on and after the 5th of

June, the midweek packets of the White Star Line should

begin their outward voyage at Southampton, instead of

Liverpool, proceeding via Cherbourg and Queenstown to New

York. No alteration was necessary in the arrangements for

embarking the Mails at Queenstown or in the hours of posting

throughout the United Kingdom.

On the homeward voyage, which is not under my control,

the Packets now sail from New York directly to Plymouth,

where they land the Mails for the United Kingdom and then

proceed to Cherbourg and Southampton.

The three-weekly Mail Service between San Francisco and

New Zealand has been suspended since February last, as a

result of the withdrawal of the subsidy formerly paid by the

Government of the United States of America.

At the present time, therefore, the bulk of the coi'respondence

for New Zealand is despatched from this country via Suez, a

regular weekly service being maintained in each direction.

The arrangement under which the Canadian Pacific Railway

Company provided a monthly service between this country and

Japan, via, Vancouver, for a subsidy of 60.000Z. a year was

renewed for a period of two years from the 7th of April 1906,

subject to various improvements. The Compnny now main

tains fast Packets on the Atlantic as well as on the Pacific in

direct connection with the Canadian Railway service ; and the

transit on all sections of the route has been accelerated, reducing

by about 10 days the time occupied in the conveyance of mails

between Liverpool and Hong Kong under the previous

Contract.

The Mail service to the Far East by the Trans Siberian

Railway, which was suspended on the outbreak of war between

Russia and Japan, has now been resumed. There has been no

relaxation of the onerous conditions of payment imposed in

regard to the conveyance of Mails by this route ; and it has not

been practicable, therefore, to make so full a use of the service

a« would be possible in more favourable circumstances. I have

accordingly, with your Lordships' concurrence, restricted the use

of the service, as before, to letters and postcards specially



directed for transmission byway of Siberia; and the same

course has been adopted by some of the principal Continental

countries.

Improvements have been made in the Staff and accommo- Levant

dation of the British Postal Agencies in the Levant, by which Agencies.

I trust, their efficiency will be increased.

With the view of improving and extending the British British

Postal Service in Morocco, the Agencies maintained in that postal Ser-

country by the Gibraltar Post Office were transferred on the ^jce ln

1st of January 1907 to the control of the Imperial Post Office. Morocco-

New Agencies have been opened with additional postal facilities ;

and a regular British courier service is now established between

the different Offices.

The number of insured letters despatched to places abroad insured

during the year was 10,531, as against 9,877 during the previous letters and

year—an increase of 6*62 percent.; whilst the number received Parcels.

from places abroad was 54,738, as against 53,160—an increase

of 2 • 97 per cent.

Proposals have been made to Foreign and Colonial Post

Offices for raising the maximum amount for which letters and

parcels can be insured from 120Z. to 400i., the limit already

adopted in the British inland service; and the question of

reducing the scale of fees has likewise been under consideration.

The Parcel Post has been extended to Cuba, Nicaragua, and Improve-

the Departments of Cauca and Narino on the Pacific coast of inJ^

the Republic of Colombia. colonial par-

cgI post
The postage on parcels for Belgium and Luxemburg has

been reduced ; and since July J 906 the rates have been ] s. for

parcel weighing not more than 3 lbs., Is. 6d. for those weighing

from 3 lbs. to 7 lbs. and 2s. for those above 7 lbs. and not above

II lbs.

Negotiations have been proceeding with the Spanish Post

Office for a direct Parcel Post with Spain, to embrace also the

Balearic Islands and the Canary Islands. In the meantime

parcels for Spain and the Balearic Islands are sent in the mails

for France, by which service they are now admissible up to

11 lb. in weight.

The postage on parcels for the Bechuanaland Protectorate

sent by way of the Cape Colony has been reduced ; and

arrangements have been made to extend the Parcel Post to the

British Solomon Islands Protectorate.

A Parcel Post twice daily has been established with Sweden

by way of Belgium or Holland in addition to the less expedi

tious service twice or thrice a week by steamer to and from

Gothenburg.
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Number of

parcels.

The number of parcels sent to and received from places

abroad during the year was as follows :—

— Insured. Ordinary. Total.

Despatched ....

Received -

182,819

134,436

2,393,072

1,337,349

2,575,891

1,471,785

Total 317,255 3,730,421 4,047,676

The combined total number of outward and homeward

parcels shows a net increase over that of last year amounting

So 142,638, or about 3^ per cent. The total number of foreign

and colonial parcels insured, namely 317,255, as against 303,946

in the previous year, shows an increase of about 4| per cent.

The large use of the Parcel Post in the United Kingdom

for the transmission of seeds appears now to have extended to

the Colonies.

Exports and According to the Board of Trade .Returns, the value of the

imports. goods exported and imported by Parcel Post during the last

three years has been as follows :—

—

Twelve Months ended

31st March
Increase

in 1906-7,

as compared

with 1905-6.

Increase

in 1906-7,

as compared

with 1904-5.1905. 1906. 1907.

£ £ £ £ &

Exports

Imports

3,778,558

1,377,943

4,175,661

1,530,368

4,638,917

1,535,661

463,256

5,293

860,359

157,718

Total 5,156,501 5,706,029 6,174,578 468,549 1,018,077

These figures indicate the increasing importance of the

foreign and colonial parcel post.

Money Orders.

Statistics. The number of inland money orders issued during the year

See also ended 31st March 1907 was 10,844,509, representing a sum of

ApP7e£.d82K' 37,997,339^.

pp' The following table shows the number and value of the

orders of each kind, with the corresponding figures for the

previous year :—

Number of Inland Money Orders.

Ordinary

Telegraph

Government

Total

1905-6. 1906-7. Increase.
Rate

per Cent.

7,560,847 7,561,257 410  

503,543 523,454 19,911 4-0

2,694,395 2,759,798 65,403 2-4

10,758,785 10,844,509 85,724 •8
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Amount of Inland Money Orders.

 

1905-6. 1906-7. Increase. ^ Cent
Rate

£ £ * 1

Ordinary

Telegraph -

Government

26,652,756

1,646,882

8,572,970

27,381,286

1,812,909

8,803,144

728,530 2-7

166,027 10 1

230,174 2-7

Total 36,872,608 37,997,339 1,124,731 3 0

The foreign and colonial orders numbered 2,974,653 and

amounted to 8,338,544£., against 2,837,368 orders amounting to

7,740,177i. in 1905-6.

The average amount of each kind of order for the year Average

ended 31st March 1907 was— amonnt.

 Amount.
Increase on

Previous Year.

Inland orders :— £ #. d. j. d.

Ordinary .... 3 12 5 1 11

Telegraph ... 3 9 3 3 10

Government ... 3 3 9 0 1

Foreign and Colonial orders 2 16 1 1 6

The total number of money orders paid in the United

Kingdom was 12,965,278, representing a sum of 43,799,481 Z.

About one-sixth of this amount was paid at the Chief Money

Order Office to London bankers.

The increase in the total value of ordinary inland orders— Inland

2*7 per cent. — is slightly larger than in 1905-6, while the orders,

number, which then showed a decrease of 37,399, has remained

practically stationary during the past year. This is mainly

due to the increasing popularity. of postal orders as a means

of remitting small sums. The growth in recent years of the

total amount remitted by means of telegraph money orders

was more than maintained in 1906-7.

The money orders issued in this country during 1906-7 for Colonial

payment in the Colonies show an increase of 52,447£. (or °r<lers'

8 • 1 per cent.) in amount, but the number of orders has de

creased by 1,211. There was a decrease of 8,575i. in the

value of the inward colonial money orders. This decrease

would have been greater but for the fact that a number of

trade remittances from the West Indies, which would in

ordinary course have been sent by bills of exchange, were sent

by means of money orders at a time when the bank rate was
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high and the money order poundage was found to be less than

the premium charged by banks for bills of exchange. This

resulted in an increase of 36,300?. (or 35 -6 per cent.) in the

amount of the orders advised from the West Indies. On the

other hand the amount remitted from the South African

Colonies during the past year showed a further decline of

228,334?.

There was a slight increase of 22,428 in the number and

10,783/. (0*8 per cent.) in the value of the orders issued in

the United Kingdom for payment in foreign countries. The

orders transmitted in the reverse direction show a substantial

increase of 139,879 (12 • 0 per cent.) in number and 543,712?.

(19*1 per cent ) in value. The largest increase was again in

the orders issued in the United States.

The telegraph money orders exchanged with foreign

countries show a further large increase, the amount remitted in

1906-7 being 182,066?., or 30 per cent, more than in 1905-6.

Of this increase, 21,147?. is accounted for by orders exchanged

with France, advantage having been taken extensively of the

raising of the limit of value for one order to 40?.

The orders exchanged through the medium of the London

office between places having no direct money order service

numbered 93,215, and their value was 348,504?., as compared

with 96,988 orders of the value of 346,770?. in 1905-6. During

the year direct services were established by Canada with

Denmark, Holland, Mexico, the Bahamas and Western Australia,

and by Mexico to France and Italy.

During the year arrangements were completed for the intro

duction both in the inland and international services of a system

similar to that already existing in some of the Colonies and in

several foreign countries, whereby the remitter of a money

order may, on payment of a small fee, receive notice when the

order has been paid. The fee has been fixed at 2c?. in the case

of an inland order and 2£c?. in the case of a foreign or colonial

order. The system came into operation on the 1st April last

in the inland service, and most of the British colonies and

foreign countries agreed to commence the exchange of advices

of payment with this country on the same date.

In accordance with the announcement made by the Chan

cellor of the Exchequer last year in his Budget speech, the

poundage on money orders payable abroad for amounts not

exceeding 1?. was reduced from 4c?. to 3c?. on 2nd July 1906.

During the year money order services have been established

with the Bepublic of Honduras and with Crete. Direct

exchange of money orders has been arranged with Chili, Servia,

and Surinam, in place of the previous indirect services. The

service with Japan has been extended to a number of Japanese
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agencies in Manchuria and to Karafuto (Japanese Saghalien),

and I hope that the limit for single orders in this service will

be raised at no distant date from 101. to 4,01.

In connection with the revision of the postal services in

Morocco, a further extension of tbe money order system has

been carried out, money orders being now issued and paid at

Tangier, Fez, Casablanca, Larache, Mazagan and Rabat.

The telegraph money order system has been extended to

the Faroe Islands. I hope that arrangements will shortly be

matured for the exchange of telegraph money orders with the

agencies of the Western Union Telegraph Company in tbe

United States and Canada. It is a matter of regret to me that

it has not yet been found possible to extend the telegraph money

oider system to British colonies.

By an alteration in the method of exchanging advices with

Canada the date at which payment of a money order can be

effected has been advanced by a day, and in some cases by two

days. I am considering the possibility of proposing a similar

change of practice to other colonial post offices.

The number of money order offices in the United Kingdom

on 31st March 1907 was 15,074, or 153 more than on the

corresponding date in 1906.

Postal Orders.

The number of postal orders issued during the year under Statistics,

review was 102,247,000, and their value amounted to See also

40,878,000^. These figures show increases of 5 1 and 5-4 per *pPP|£.^ '

cent, respectively over those for 1905-6. The value of the

postage stamps affixed was 21S.000L

The commission on these orders yielded the sura of 415.041Z.,

or 13,82l£. less than in the previous year. The decrease is due

to the reductions in poundage which came into force in July

1906.

Postal orders find increasing favour as a simple and

convenient means of remitting small sums of money. As an

instance, I may mention that the Hearts of Oak Benefit Society,

which makes a large number of small payments to its members,

has arranged to use postal orders for the purpose instead of

money orders as hitherto. The War Office also has begun, as

an expei-iment, to employ postal orders in place of money orders

for certain small local payments.

Arrangements have been completed in the course of the Imperial

past year for the issue and payment of British postal orders in postal order

Cape Colony, Fiji, Southern Rhodesia, Labuan, the Protectorates system-

of Bechuanaland, British East Africa and Uganda, the Soudan

and the British Post Office agencies in Morocco. As many as
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27,500 orders were paid in Cape Colony during the first six

months after the inauguration of the service. British postal

orders are now issued and paid in practically every part of the

British Empire, with the exception of Canada and Australia.

During the year 1,074,000 British postal orders were issued

and 227,511 were paid in the various British Possessions.

These figures represent increases of G3 and 72 per cent, over

those of the previous year. It is estimated that about one-

third of the paid orders originated in the United Kingdom,

while the remaining two-thirds comprise orders exchanged

between two Colonies or paid in the Colony where they were

issued.

Post Office Savings Bank.

Statistics. The deposits and withdrawals made during the year ended

Appendix J., 31.st Decern061, !906 are shown in the following table, together

pp. 66-73. ' w^h *ne corresponding figures for the previous year :— .

Year.

Deposits. Withdrawals.

No. Amount. No. Amount.

£

1905

1906

16,320,204

17,997,023

42,300,617

43,980,579

7,155,283

8,629,749

42,096,037

43,763,002

The total amount of the deposits thus exceeds that of the

withdrawals by 217,577£. a result approximately the same as

that of 1905, when the excess was 204,580Z.

The interest credited to depositors in 1906 amounted to

3,667,729£. ; which, with the excess of deposits over withdrawals,

brought the total sum standing to the credit of depositors on

31st December 1906 to 155,996,446?.

Depositors have availed themselves extensively of the system

of " withdrawals on demand," which came into operation on

3rd July 1 905. During 1906 4,758,440 withdrawals, considerably

more than one-half of the total number of withdrawals, were

made " on demand ;" and as a consequence the number of

withdrawals made by telegraph fell to 122,802, against 168,036

in 1905 (during only half of which the "on demand" system

was in force). The number of withdrawals by return of post

was 11,509, against 12,965 in 1905.

During 1906 1,600,105 accounts were opened, and 1,230,370

closed. The net increase in the number of depositors was thus

369,735, as compared with 289,332 in the previous year.

The following table shows the distribution of the accounts

remaining open on 31st December 1906, with the average
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amount of each, and the proportion of depositors to popu

lation :—

Number
of

Total Amount
lo

Avenge
Amount to

Credit of each
Depositor.

Proportion of
Depositors to
Population.

 

Depositors.
Credit of

Depositors.

£ ». d. £ s. d.

14 17 4EngUnd and Wales -

Scotland -

Ireland .

9,351,739

474,619

506,426

139,042,722 8 1

6,364,708 11 5

10,589,015 10 0

13 8 2

20 18 S

1 in 3-70

1 in 9'96

1 in 8'66

United Kingdom - 10,332,784 155,996,446 9 6 15 1 11 1 in 4-24

The average amount standing to the credit of each depositor

shows a further decrease of 3s. 5d.

During 1906, 272 accounts in the Post Office Savings Bank Accounts of

were opened by friendly societies, against 300 in 1905. The societies,

accounts opened by charitable, provident and trade societies

numbered 2,542, against 2,292 opened during 1905.

At your Lordships' request, a case was submitted to the Law

Officers of the Crown for their opinion upon the question

whether Trade Unions might be regarded as being entitled to

deposit their funds in the Post Office Savings Bank under the

same regulations as charitable and provident societies, when

their rules do not provide for provident benefits as defined by

the Trade Union (Provident Funds) Act of 1893. The opinion

was in the affirmative and deposits are now accepted from Trade

Unions within the usual extended limits of 100Z. in one year

and 3001. in all. I understand that the Commissioners for the

Reduction of the National Debt have under consideration the

question whether they shall, in the exercise of the discretion

given to them under the Savings Bank (Charitable Societies)

Act, 1859, extend these limits to 250Z. in one year and l,000i.

in all.

The accounts opened by Registrars of County Courts

numbered 1,441, or 2G9 more than in 1905. Of these 1,129

were opened under the Workmen's Compensation Acts, with

deposits amounting to 82,1 991., and 312 under the County

Court Acts, with deposits amounting to 20,701/.

Two Trustee Savings Banks, St. Clement Danes and Scar- Trustee

borough, were closed during 1906, and the Trustees of the latter Savings

Bank accepted the assistance of my officers in the transfer of an s-

accounts. The closing of these Banks caused the total sum

transferred from Trustee Savings Banks to reach 43,859/., as

compared with 18,736/. in 1905. The sum of 54,732/. was

transferred during the year from the Post Office Savings Bank

to Trustee Savings Banks.

Under the provision of the Savings Banks Act of 1904 Transfers

arrangements have been made for the transfer of accounts *ne

° Colonies.

A 49330. B
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between the British Post Office Savings Bank and the Govern

ment Savings Banks in several Colonies and in Egypt. During

1906 the sum of 118,258?. was transferred to the British Savings

Bank, including 78,017?. from the Transvaal and 30,437?. from

India, and the sum of 9,929?. was transferred in the reverse-

direction.

Encourage- The Military Authorities continue to take measures for the

ment of encouragement of thrift among soldier?, and I have been glad

thrift. £0 p]ace a^ their disposal for this purpose the facilities afforded

by the Post Office Savings Bank. A scheme adopted in 1904,

whereby soldiers are enabled to deposit money without leaving

the barracks, has not met with much success, the men preferring

as a rule to transact their Savings Bank business at a Post

Office in the ordinary way. It is proposed shortly to try in

certain commands as an experiment a system of voluntary

deductions from soldiers' pay to be placed to their credit in the

Post Office Savings Bank.

The arrangement for the transmission to this country

through the War Office Public Accounts of deposits made by

soldiers serving abroad has proved very popular. It has been

in existence 10 years, 23,353 accounts having been opened and

the sum of 295,219?. deposited. During 1906, 34,638 deposits

amounting to 53,072?. were made in this manner, this being the

largest number yet reached in one year.

It is satisfactory to note a further increase both in the

number of Penny Banks investing their funds in the Post

Office Savings Bank and in the number of schools making use

of the stamp deposit system.

Government The investments made by depositors in Government stock

Btook. during 1906 show a large increase, as the result no doubt of the

fall in the average price of Government Stock as compared with

the previous year. To the same cause may be attributed a

decrease in the number and amount of the Sales of Stock

effected during 1906. The figures for the last five years are

given in the attached table :—

Year.

Investments. Sales. Average

Price of

Consols.No. Amount. No. Amount.

& &

1902

19C3

1904

1905

1906

40,893

47,726

39,633

32,301

39,134

2,694,447

3,131,172

2,507,546

2,212,285

2,674,494

17,221

17,742

18,848

22,824

20,004

1,054,193

1,085,578

1,131,543

1,507,219

1,349,044

94»

90$

! 88i

»H

88f

During the year 50 stock certificates, representing a sum of

9,400?. were obtained for depositors ; and stock to the amount of
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207,0S5i. wan transferred to accounts opened for depositors at

the Bank of England.

At the close of 1906 the number of stockholders was 145,119

and the amount of stock held was 18,986,199^., being an increase

of 5,127 stockholders and 1,108,5552. stock.

The number of Immediate Annuities granted during 1906 Annuities

was 1,797, and their amount was 43.24U, as against 1,840 and life in"

amounting to 45.488J., in the previous year. The number of 8urances-

Immediate Annuities in existence on 31st December was 27,010.

During the year 132 Deferred Annuities were granted amount

ing to 2,926£. The experience of the Post Office, that this class

of Annuity does not find much favour with the public, agrees

with that of Insurance Companies generally.

The life insurances taken out in 1906 numbered 641, and

the total sum insured was 28,054i., as compared with 741

insurances for 37,01l£. in 1905.

The net expenses of management amounted to 5 98,925 J.,

and the average cost per transaction on the total number of

deposits and withdrawals works out at 54cZ., the same figure as

in 1905. A part of the increase in the expenses is due to a

change in the date of paying salaries, which brought 13 monthly

payments into the account for 1906. The expenditure (includ

ing interest paid to depositors) exceeded the income by 1J9,S70L

On 1st March, with your Lordships' concurrence, I appointed Employers'

a Committee to consider the question whether the Post Office Liability,

should provide facilities for the insurance of employers in Committee

respect of their liabilities under the Workmen's Compensation

Acts, either generally or subject to limitations. Lord Farrer

consented to act as Chairman of the Committee, and the other

members were the Hon. T. H. Cochrane, M.P., Mr. H. Davies,

the Hon. R. D. Denman, Mr. L. J. Hewby, Mr. W. G. Kirkwood,

and Mr. W. G. Turpin.

After going carefully into the question, the Committee felt

unable to suggest for immediate adoption any scheme involving

Post Office action either as principal or agent. But they sug

gested that the Post Office might assist in giving publicity

to the liabilities imposed by the Act of last Session, which came

into operation on 1st July, and which applied the principle

of the employer's liability for accidents to many additional

classes of workmen and servants. In accordance with this

suggestion, I arranged for the exhibition at post offices of a

notice, framed in conjunction with the Secretary of State for

Home Affairs, drawing attention to the liabilities imposed by

the Act, and the advisability of insuring against them, and for

the sale at post offices of an explanatory leaflet prepared by the

Home Office.

Sub-Postmasters also are encouraged to accept agencies in

their private capacity for Insurance Companies undertaking

this class of insurance.

B 2



16

I thought it well to invite the Committee to consider also

the question whether any steps should be taken to encourage

the use of the Post Office system of Life Insurance. This part

of their inquiry has been deferred until later in the year.

Telegraphs.

Statistics. During the year ended 31st March 1907, 89,493,000 tele-

See also grams passed over the Post Office wires, as compared with

ApP6in-fiSH" 89.478»°00 in 1905-6, an increase of -02 per cent.

The following table gives the number and value of each kind

of telegram, with the corresponding totals for the previous

year : —

Number. Receipts.

Class of Telegram.
( + ) Increase

or
(+) Increase

or1905-6. 1906-7. 1905-6. 1906-7.
( — )Deorease. (-) Decrease.

£ £ £
Ordinary 72,191,000 72,480,000 + 289,000 2,196,850 2,231,312 + 34,462

Press 6,649,000 5,912,000 - 737,000 145,005 137,237 - 7,768

Foroign 8,790,000 9,147,000 + 351,000 400,874 418,026 + 17,152

Railway, free - 1,453,000 1,482,000 + 29,000 - - -

„ reduced rate 25,000 28,000 + 3,000 457 535 + 78

Government, free - 364,000 444,000 + 80,000 - - -

Totals 89.478,000 89,493,000 + 15,000 2,743,186 2,787,110 + 43,924

The estimated value of the railway free telegrams is 59,600£.

against 59,000£. in 1905-6 ; that of the Government free tele

grams 22,700^., against 18,500?. in 1905-6.

The decrease in Press telegrams exceeds 11 per cent. In

my previous report I gave some instances of the fluctuations to

which this traffic is subject. The present decrease is no doubt

mainly due to the restoration of peace abroad and to the

absence of any special event at home. The traffic for the

previous year was considerably affected by the Far Eastern

War, which had not terminated at the beginning of that year,

and by the General Election which took place in January and

February of last year.

New tele- During the year the telegraph has been extended to 227

graph offices, offices in country districts and in the areas of the larger towns.

Guarantees have been given for 158 of these new telegraph

offices, 69 by local authorities, and 89 by private persons.

Under the announcement of last year the guarantee for tele

graphs was, except in certain exceptionally costly cases, reduced

from a half to one-third of the loss. There are now in the

United Kingdom 10,587 telegraph offices at Post Offices, and

2,406 at railway stations and other public places.

Press tele

grams.
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The extension to Edinburgh of the underground line between Underground

London and Glasgow has been tiken in hand on the Edinburgh Telegraph

side. Permanent cable has been provided for the important l,nC3-

spur line from Manchester to Leeds. Good progress has been

made with the construction of the underground line from London

to the landing places of the submarine cables in the West of

England ; at the end of the financial rear, pipes had been laid as

far as Bristol, and the cable had been drawn into them to within

four miles of Bath.

Interruptions of the telegraph service by severe storms at the

beginning of 1907 led to renewed and pressing requests for an

immediate extension of the underground telegraph system in

various directions. I reviewed the whole position with much

care, and finally decided to submit for your Lordship's considera

tion the following programme of works to be undertaken if

possible before the end of the present financial year :—

(1) The completion of the Western underground line as far

as Exeter.

(2) The provision of a new cable between Warrington and

Liverpool to strengthen the connexion of that city with

the main underground system.

(3) The construction of a line between Newcastle and

Durham to connect eventually with the main under

ground system by way of Leeds and Manchester.

(4) The extension, from the Glasgow side, of the line which

will eventually complete the underground system

between London and Edinburgh,

Foreign Telegraphs.

The number of foreign telegrams sent to and from the Statistics.

United Kingdom during the year (exclusive of certain telegrams See also

dealt with entirely by Cable Companies) was 9,147,000, an ~PPgend,x H-'

increase of 351,000 (or 4*0 per cent) on the number sent during

1905-6.

Experiments, which give promise of satisfactory results, have Improve-

been conducted during the year, with a view to the improvement ments of

of the service between London and certain important Continental £->(^mumca"

towns. Direct communication has been established between

Liverpool and Antwerp.

No new Government cables from the United Kingdom have

been laid during the year ; but the cable of the Great Northern

Telegraph Company between the Shetland Islands and Iceland,

via the Faroe Islands, to which reference was made in my last

report, has been opened for business ; and a new cable has been

laid by the Eastern and Western Telegraph Companies from

Porthcurno (Cornwall) to the Azores, and thence to St. Vincent
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(Cape Verde), with a view to strengthening their line of

communication with South America.

During the year arrangements were completed by winch

messages can be sent between the United Kingdom and South

Africa partly by telegraph and partly by post. Outward

messages are transmitted by telegraph from the office of origin

to Southampton, by post between Southampton and Cape Town,

and by telegraph again from Cape Town to their destination.

The treatment of messages in the reverse direction is similar.

For this combined service a charge is made equivalent to the

sum of the ordinary inland telegraph charges in the United

Kingdom and in South Africa, with the addition of Id. for

postage between Southampton and Cape Town. The service

came into operation on the 1st April 1907, and the use which

has I eon made of it so far seems to show that it is likely to

meet the convenience of the public. I hope that the result of

this experiment may justify me in suggesting a similar

arrangement to other Colonial Post Offices.

Wireless Telegraphy.

licences The Wireless Telegraphy Act of 1904, by which it was

wnderthe made illegal to instal or work wireless telegraph apparatus

*nd 1906 within the United Kingdom or its territorial waters without

a licence from the Postmaster General, was passed for a term of

two year3 only. It was, however, extended to December 1909

by an Act of last year ; and steps have been taken for the

renewal of the licences granted under the Act of 1904 (particu

lars of which appeared in a Parliamentary Return published

last year) for the period covered by the new Act, except where

experiments licensed under the former Act have since been

abandoned. During the year I have received 45 new applica

tions for licences, of which 36 were required for experimental

purposes only. The latter have all been granted ; but I have

been compelled to hold over some of the other applications

pending the consideration of the whole question of the use of

wireless telegraphy in the United Kingdom for commercial

communication with ships. This question, again, turns largely

on that of the ratification by His Majesty's Government of the

International Radiotelegraphic Convention formulated by the

International Conference which met at Berlin in October and

November last.

This Convention, which is based substantially on the

deliberations of a preliminary Conference held in ] 903, will for

the first time place commercial communication between shore

stations and ships at sea on an International basis, affording a

guarantee for the exchange of messages, at reasonable rates,

between ships and the shore, so far as material circumstances

admit, without regard either to nationality or to the system

The Radio-

telegraphic

■convention

framed by

the Berlin

Conference.
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( mployed ; and for the acceptance, transmisi-ion and delivery of

such messages by means of the ordinary telegraph systems of the

various contracting countries.

The formulation of detailed Regulations for the prevention

of confusion and interference under the scheme of general inter

communication contemplated by the Convention, together with

adequate provision for enforcing those regulations, was a matter

of great importance to this country, in view of the extent to

which wireless telpgraphy lias already been developed in the

narrow waters of the English Channel. With this object, amend

ments to the draft originally laid before the Conference were

proposed by the British Delegates, and were readily accepted by

the Conference. To these was added a further important provision

proposed by the British Delegates whereby the right was given

to such Governments as desired to possess it of exempting from

the obligation of general intercommunication any station which

they might at any time think fit, on condition that some other

station shall be open for general intercommunication in the

same region.

The Convention does not apply to naval or military stations,

or to commercial stations which are not open for communication

with ships, save that all stations, without exception, are required

to carry on their operations as far as possible without inter

fering with other stations and to accept messages from ships in

distress.

Some doubt having been expressed in the course of a debate

in the House of Commons as to the extent to which the objects

aimed at by the Government had been secured by the Conven

tion, and especially as to its probable effect on the existing

organisation of the Marconi Company, a Select Committee of

the House was appointed early in the present Session to consider

the question. This Committee has reported in favour of the

ratification of the Convention, and the Government has announced

its intention of ratifying the Convention.

The Post Office has continued during the year to collect and The Marconi

deliver the Marconi Company's Telegrams to and from ships at Company's

sea under the arrangements settled in 1904. The total number e e8rams-

of outward telegrams dealt with during the year was 1,140, as

compared with 558 in 1905-6, and of inward telegrams 15,853

as compared with 11,094.

The Post Office stations for communication between Tober- Wireless

mory and Loch Boisdale (Hebrides), and between Hunstanton Telegraphy

and Skegness, to which I referred in my last Report, have been aPPlied to

completed and handed over by the contractors. So far as can in]and ^

be stated at present, they seem likely to work satisfactorily; traffic,

but it is too soon yet to say whether thev will fulfil all the

requirements of ordinary inland traffic, for which they are

intended.
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Telephones.

Trunk lines.

(See also

Appendix M.,

p. 87).

Trunk line

conversa

tions.

Extension of

the Post

Office system

in the

Provinces.

The number of trunk wire centres open on the 31st March

1907 was 533, as compared with 487 on the corresponding date

in 1906. During the year 288 new trunk circuits were pro

vided, bringing the total number in use up to 2,043, containing

about 73,000 miles of double wire. The capital expenditure on

the purchase and development of the trunk wire system up to

the 31st March last amounted to 3,376,252i., including an

expenditure during the past year of 478,749£.

The total number of conversations which took place over

the trunk wires during the year 1906-7 was 1 9,803,300, showing

an increase of 10 • 18 per cent, upon the number for the previous

year. The gross revenue derived from the trunk service was

480.658Z. against 449,004Z. in 1905-6, an increase of 7 • 05 per

cent. The average value of each conversation was slightly less

than in 1905-6, 5 ■ 82c2. instead of 5 • 97d.

During the year Post Office Telephone Exchanges were

opened in the Provinces at the following places :—

Armagh, Halesworth. Pitlochry.

Aylsham. Harleston. Port Erroll.

Bedale. Haverhill. Bamsey.

Buckingham. Horncastle. Sandiway.

Bungay. Hunstanton. Shardlow (Derby).

Caputh. Killarney. Shepton Mallet.

Chorley Wood. Lanchester. Somerby (Oakham).

♦South Brent
Cookstown. Langham (Oakham

*Coxley (Wells). Ledbury. (Devon).

Dipton (Oonsett). Lindfield. *Stobo (Peebleshire).

Diss. Liskeard. Stony Stratford.

Dungannon. Long Sutton. Street (Somerset).

Dunkeld. Ludlow. Sutton Bridge.

Dunmow.
♦Newbridge-on-Wye.

Wells.

East Kirkby. Newport Pagnell. Winslow.

Eden Bridge. Olney. Wolverton.

Eye. Omagh. Woodhall Spa.

Girvan. Osborne House Wymondham.

Glastonbury. (L of Wight).

Greystoke. *Otterburn.

Besides these 56 exchanges, 23 public call offices connected

with the Post Office trunk line system were opened at places

where the number of prospective subscribers was not sufficient

to warrant the opening of exchanges.

In the districts of Melton Mowbray, Chipping Norton,

Malton, and Bourne, it has been possible to give a telephone

* In the cases marked with an asterisk the extension was carried out

under guarantee.
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service restricted to the lccal area by utilising the wires

erected for the transmission of telegrams—which are not

numerous—between the central town and the Post Offices of

surrounding villages. The growing use made of such rural Call

office systems shows that the additional facilities thus afforded

are appreciated.

As stated in my last report, the Postal reforms announced by Modification

the Chancellor of the Exchequer last year in the Budget Speech of guarantee

included the introduction of more liberal terms for the extension terms-

of the telephone system to outlying places under guarantee.

Whereas formerly the guarantors of telephone extensions were

required to bear the whole of any loss incurred, two thirds of it

is now borne by the State. The telephone has thus been

brought within the reach of many fruit-growing and agricul

tural districts, and I hope that some of the guaranteed Call

offices will in time develop into small exchanges.

The total number of subscribers to the Post Office Provincial Number of

Telephone Exchanges on the 31st March 1907 (excluding those at exchange

Glasgow and Brighton), was 10,010, as compared with 8,425 on (g^^jf™

the 31st March ] 90G ; and the number of telephones rented pendix M.,

increased during the year from 10,380 to 12,006. p. 87).

The foregoing figures represent the normal growth of the

Post Office Provincial System due to the opening of exchanges

in places hitherto without a telephone service, and to the

accession of new subscribers to existing exchanges. But, as your Purchase of

Lordships are aware, that system has during the past year S1,38?0^ and

received important additions through the purchase of the tele- Muncipal

phone undertakings of two municipal authorities. The Glasgow Telephone

Coi'poration system, which was worked by the Corporation Systems,

on my behalf from the 1st June (the nominal date of purchase)

up to the 10th September 190G, included on the 31st March

last 11,103 subscribers' lines with 12,904 telephones. The

system of the Brighton Corporation, which passed under my

control on the 22nd October, included at the end of the financial

year 1,542 subscribers' lines with 1,884 telephones.

Arrangements are being made for local intercommunication

between the subscribers to the Exchanges of the Post Office and

the National Telephone Company both at Glasgow and Brighton.

The Agreement made in 1905 for the purchase of the Telephone

National Telephone Company's system at the end of their ^atep'

license in 1911, provides for local intercommunication in the

meantime between all the exchanges of the two systems, subject

to the condition that the rates of charge are to be the same for

both systems. After considerable discussion with the Company

a new scale of rates was adopted for this purpose on the 1st May.

These rates are based on the principle of a measured service,

under which each subscriber pays according to the quantity and
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quality of the service he requires. He may contract for any

number of calls from 400 upwards, and he may share a line

with another subscriber, or he may rent a line for his own

exclusive use. The large user can have a private branch -

exchange connected by two or more lines with a public exchange,

and with extension instruments to the different parts of the

subscriber's establishment. By intercommunication between

these extension stations, a very convenient internal service is

provided in addition to the Exchange service, and this is a great

convenience in hotels and large places of business. The new

rates do not include the Unlimited Service or " Flat " Rate,

except for lines to private residences. No satisfactory flat rate

can be devised for lines on which the calls may vary from a few

hundreds to many thousands a year. An equal rate for such

varying conditions must necessarily be very unequal and unfair

between different subscribers, the charge being unduly low in

one case and excessive in another. Even if a fair average rate

could be fixed at any one time, it would soon become unsatis

factory because the cost of the telephone service increases in

greater proportion than the number of subscribers or the number

of calls, owing to the increasing complexity of lines and appa

ratus as an exchange system grows. Another very important

objection to the fiat rate is that it induces subscribers to over

load their lines. It has been one of the chief difficulties and

drawbacks of the telephone service in this country that the

lines of large users are so frequently engaged when calls are

made by other subscribers. This condition not only increases

the cost of the service by causing useless operating work, but it

is also a source of unnecessary trouble and inconvenience to the

public.

The principle of a measured service now adopted for the

telephone system is the same as that which has long been in

use for the supply of water, gas, and electric light. It has been

adopted almost universally in the United States, where it has

led to an enormous increase in the number of telephones in use

and the same principle is becoming generally recognised in the

principal countries of Europe.

A reduction has been made in the charges for trunk calls at

night. In 1903 it was made the practice to allow a double

period of six minutes instead of three minutes for each trunk

call between 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. ; and a considerable increase

occurred in the traffic between those hours. It seemed,

however, that some further modification might be made with

advantage as regards the more expensive calls, and it was

therefore decided to allow calls for single periods of three

minutes at half the ordinary rates, with a minimum of 6d.,

between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m. Thus, a call between London and

Liverpool or Manchester, which ordinarily costs two shillings,

can be made for one shilling between those hours. A call from

Glasgow to London will cost two shillings and threepence
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instead of four shillings and sixpence, and a call from Hull to

London one shilling instead cf two shillings. The growth of

traffic from this change has been considerable and the loss of

revenue will probabty soon be made good. The airangement has

been found to be of considerable advantage to the public, as it

provides cheap facilities for communication at times which are

convenient for social and domestic conversation.

The Corporation of Swansea has applied for m}- permission Other

to sell its telephone system to the National Telephone Company, Municipal

and I have agreed to the sale subject to the acceptance by the Systems.

Company of certain conditions intended to safeguard the

interests of the taxpayer when the combined system is purchased

by the State at the end of 1911.

The following table, based on returns furnished by the

Corporations concerned, gives the number of telephones con

nected with the exchanges of each of the municipal systems in

existence on the 3 1st March last.

Name of Municipality.
Date of opening

Fxchange System.

Number of

Telephones.

Hull .... October 1904 - 2,128

Portsmouth - - - November 1902 2,553

Swansea - June 1903 1,432

The sum received as rental in respect of private wires was Private wires.

183,008?., as compared with 177,1 111. for the preceding year. ^eep^1gp)endil

The number of telephones connected with the Post Office London

Telephone system, in the Metropolitan area increased during telephone

the past year from 32,879 to 41,236, and additional subscribers senrice-

are being connected at the rate of about 150 a week. New

exchanges were opened during the year at Harrow, Esher,

Hounslow, Maiden, and Wembley.

There were 425 Post Office Call Offices open in the London

area on the 31st March last, and the number of culls made

from Call Offices increased by 42 per cent.

The length of the underground pipes which had been laid in Extent and

the Metropolitan area for telephone purposes up to the 31st <?ost ofun-

March last was 2,030 miles, 349 miles of which were laid during

the year. Cables containing 317,789 miles of wire have been

laid, including 69,066 miles rented by the National Telephone

Company, and, 52,255 miles provided for telegraphs, private

wire?, &c The lines of the present subscribers and the junction

lines connecting exchanges amount to 111,516 miles, and 84,952

miles of wire remain available for the future development of

the telephone system. About 65,000 miles of telephone wire

were laid by the Post Office in the Metropolitan area during last

year.
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Income and

expenditure.

Telephone

royalty.

National

Telephone

Company.

The average cost of constructing an exchange circuit in that

area (including the installation of telephone instruments and of

exchange apparatus but excluding the provision of spare plant),

has been 33i. 5s. 2d. as compared with 351. 13 s. lOd. in the

previous year. Taking into account the whole system, including

spsre plant of all kinds, the capital expenditure per station (i.e.

per telephone connected with an exchange) stands now at less

than 501., as against 54J. and 64£. in the two preceding years.

Thus the anticipation expressed in earlier Reports, that the

expenditure per station would continue to diminish as spare

plant was brought into use, has been fully realised. The

proportion of spare plant is still, however, very considerable.

Accounts, for the year ended 31st March 1907, of the

income and expenditure relating to the London service, the

Provincial Exchange system, and the Trunk system, will be

found in Appendix 0. (pages 90-93).

These accounts are presented in the same form as in pre

ceding years, with some slight modifications for the sake of

greater clearness.

The question of the financial results, both of the telegraph

and telephone services, was raised in recent discussions in the

House of Commons on the Telegraph (Money) Bill. I undertook

to consider whether form? of accounts could be devised to

show these results more fully and clearly ; and, as your Lord

ships are aware, I am inviting your assistance for the exami

nation of this matter.

The year's working of the whole Telephone system shows

a balance of 451,787Z. after payment of the working expenses,

while the estimated amount required to provide for depreciation

of plant and interest at 3 per cent, on the capital expenditure

of 7,255,000i. is 432,726£.

The amount of royalty received during the year from the

National Telephone Company was 240,331?., and from other

licensees 3.10U.

The amalgamation of the systems of the Post Office and

National Telephone Company, which is to take place at the end

of 1911, is being kept steadily in view. I am providing for

the Company on rental terms, in both the Metropolitan and

Provincial areas, an increasingly large number of wires, which

will be available for immediate use as part of the Post Office

system when the transfer is effected. In other cas?s the Com

pany is providing wires for the Post Office. Endeavours are

also being made in some instances to find accommodation in

Post Office buildings for call-boxes and small exchanges of the

Company. By these means not only is it possible to avoid

present expenditure on cables and other plant which will not

be needed after the transfer, but the actual arrangements for

■
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the transfer will be rendered less complex and less liable to

result in inconvenience to the users of the telephone service.

The following estimated figures show the extent to which the Use of the

telephone is being used for sending messages for onward trans- f*r tafand

mission as telegrams and express or ordinary letters :— telegraph

purposes.

— 1905-6. 1906-7.
Increase ( + ) or

Decrease (— ).

Telegrams 3,123,700 3,797,600 + 21 -6 per cent.

Express letters 8y,800 89,300 - 0-6 „

Ordinary letters - 7,700 14,600 + 89-6

It is estimated that during the past year about one-and-a-

half million telegrams were delivered to the addressees ov^r

their private telephone circuits.

The capital sums (£7,300,000 in all) voted by Parliament Telephone

under the Telegraph Acts of 1892-1904 for the extension of °"Pj^t

the Telephone system are nearly exhausted, and an Act has (See Ap_'

been passed in the present session to authorise the expenditure pendir N.,

of a further sum of 6,000,000i. This sum will, I hope, suffice P- 89).

for the development of the system until 1911. In that year,

or possibly at an earlier date, it will be necessary to introduce

legislation for providing funds and for other matters connected

with the purchase of the system of the National Telephone

Company.

The wayleave difficulties, upon which my predecessors and I Wayleaves,

have been compelled to comment in our annual reports, con

tinue to cause embarrassment and delay in the execution of

telephone works. Anxious as I am that the amenities of the

country should be preserved, I cannot ignore the experience of

several years, which shows that it is at present electrically

impossible to maintain an efficient trunk telephone service over

iong distances unless the wires are kept overhead. The failure

to recognise this necessity involves me in regrettable differences

with local authorities and private landowners ; and important

towns which may be many miles distant from the scene of the

difficulty are meanwhile left with inadequate telephone facilities.

Again, while, on the one hand, I am repeatedly urged to

provide a cheap local telephone exchange service, 1 am, on the

other, often assailed with protests against the erection of

overhead wires in the outskirts of large towns. In many of

these cases I am unable to find any reasonable grounds for

the protests, and I am forced to the conclusion that they proceed

solely from a general dislike of overhead wires. I can only

repeat that these local lines, serving often no more than two or

three subscribers, can only be placed underground at a cost

which would compel me to increase the present scale of charges
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of the telephone service. The same wayleave difficulties occur

also in regard to telegraph lines.

Post Office Buildings.

During the past year the excavations for the foundations of

the new General Post Office (King Edward's Building) have

been commenced. Operations have been begun, and are being

pressed forward, for the addition of a fifth floor to the General

Post Office South (Carter Lane Block) to meet the growth of

the London Telephone Service. Considerable progress has been

made with the new buildings for the Central Power Station at

Blackfriars. The new office for the Northern District has been

occupied, and the enlargement of the Eastern District Office has

been completed.

Building operations have been begun in connection with the

enlargement of the Paddington District Sorting Office ; and

plans for the enlargement of the South Western District Office

are now under consideration.

As regards the provinces, the new Parcel Office at Glasgow

and the new Head Office at Aberdeen have been completed and

occupied. A new office at Newport (Hon.) has just been

opened.

Work is proceeding in connection with the extension of the

General Post Office at Edinburgh, the erection of a new Head

Office at Sheffield, the erection of a new Letter Sorting Office

at Manchester, and the enlargement of the Head. Post Office

at Nottingham. Plans are now being settled for the enlargement

of the General Post Office at Dublin, and of the Head Post

Offices at Belfast, Bristol, and Newcastle-on-Tyne.

During the year 73 new buildings specially erected for Post

Office purposes were completed and occupied ; and the leases of

89 existing buildings were taken over by the Department, after

alterations had been effected to adapt them for Post Office

purposes. Additional accommodation has been provided in

various parts of the country to meet the needs of the Surveying

and Engineering Branches. Thirty-five Crown Post Offices

have been enlarged or improved, and 93 Crown Post Offices are

in course of erection or enlargement.

The expenditure out of the Post Office Vote for the pur

chase of sites and buildings during the year amounted to

51,887i., of which 9.140Z. was spent in London.

Expenditure. During the year the expenditure by the Commissioners of

Works and Public Buildings on the erection of new Post Office

buildings and on the enlargement and maintenance of existing

buildings amounted to 498.516L in Great Britain and 19,902/. in

Ireland.

New and

enlarged

offices in

London.
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Post Offices and Letter Boxes.

The total number of Post Offices open on the 31st March

1907 was made up as follows :—

— London.
England

and Wales.
Scotland. Ireland. Total.

Head Offices n 603 136 117 867

Branch Office? 109 128 29 10 276

Town Sub-Offices - 917 4,491 374 222 6,004

Country Sub-Offices 11,763 1,848 2,669 16,280

Totals 1,037 16,985 2,387 3,018 23,427

Of these offices 160 were opened during the year. Money

Order and Savings Bank business is transacted at 15,074 offices,

and Telegraph business at 10,587, as well as at 2,406 offices

at railway stations and other public places.

The number of letter boxes was increased during the year

from 40,302 to 41,720.

Experiments are being made with various descriptions of

automatic machines for the sale of postage stamps and post

cards. They have not been in progress sufficiently long to

enable me to express any opinion upon the probable utility of

the machines.

Stores, Factories, and Contracts.

The percentage of the total amount spent on the purchase British made

of telegraph and telephone stores which has goue to home electrical

manufacturers again shows an increase. The percentage, which Plant*

was 81 in 1904-05 and 92£ in li)05-06, rose last year to 95±.

With the view of encouraging workmen and other Post Awards for

Office servants to bring forward any suggestion which they suggestions,

think may be of advantage to the service, I have established an

Awards Committee for the consideration of suggestions for

improvements in machinery, tools, apparatus, fittings or equip

ment, and for recommending the grant of awards in those cases

in which the suggestions seem to be of sufficient merit. The

Committee may recommend awards ranging from 5s. to 151. in

any one case, and if they consider a suggestion deserving of

an award exceeding 151., they may recommend it for special

consideration.

The scheme is proving successful ; no fewer than 342 sugges

tions were dealt with by the Committee prior to the 31st March

last, and in 111 cases awards were made.

I continue to give much attention to the question of the Post Office

various clothing and other Post Office contracts, with a view to contracts.
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the improvement of the condition of the workers. The action of

the Inspector, whom I appointed last year, has been beneficial

in enabling me to obtain information in reference to, and to

exercise some control over the conditions of labour. Careful

attention has also been given to the " fair wages " clause.

Mail Cart I am glad to be able to state that I have concluded arrange-

drivers in ments with the contractors for the London mail cart services

under which a substantial improvement has been effected in the

drivers' wages and hours of duty.

London .

Staff.

Numbers.

See also

Appendix F,

pp. 55, 56.

Dismissals.

Retiring

gratuities.

Post Office

medical

system.

The number of persons on the establishment of the Post

Office on 31st March 1907 was 88,208, of whom 12,282 were

women. The number added during the year under review

was 2,130.

In addition, there were 110,970 persons filling unestablished

situations (some of them employed only for a portion of the

day), of whom 29,700 were women. The number added during

the year to the unestablished force was 1,616.

The total number of persons employed wholly or in part in

the Post Office on the 31st March 1907 was thus 199,178.

The number of persons dismissed during the year was

762, whilst 198 were deprived of good-conduct stripes, as

compared with 831 and 219 respectively in the previous year.

Dishonesty Recounts for 30 per cent, of the whole number of

dismissals, whilst intemperance is responsible for 27 per cent,

of the dismissals of adult persons, and 61 per cent, of the losses

of good-conduct stripes.

During the year 94 grants, amounting to 1,602?. 19s. 6oi.

in all, were made from the fund placed at my disposal by

Parliament for awarding gratuities on retirement to unestab

lished officers of the Po->t Office who are in poor circumstances

and who are not eligible for the benefits of the Superannuation

Act of 1887.

The Post Office medical system has been still further

extended, the number of Medical Officers having increased

during the year under review from 2,971 to 3.253.

I have had under consideration the question whether an

age limit should be applied to Medical Officers to the Post

Office. It appeared to me that many of the considerations

which make it desirable to place such a limit upon the service

of Civil Servants generally apply with no less force in the case

of Medical Officers ; and I have decided therefore to determine

the appointment of a Medical Officer at 70 years of age at

latest, and to review annually the efficiency of Medical Officers

over 60 years of age, with the intention that the services of
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those only who are found to be thoroughly efficient shall be

retained. I have endeavoured to apply this rule with due

regard to the circumstances of existing holders of the post of

Medical Officer to the Post Office.

Select Committee on Post Office Servants.

As stated in my last Report, a Select Committee of the

House of Commons was appointed in March 1906 " to inquire

" into the wages and position of principal classes of Post Office

" Servants and also of the Unestablished Sub-Postmasters ; to

" examine, so far as may be necessary for the purpose of their

" Report, the conditions of employment of these classes ; and to

" report whether, having regard to the conditions and prospects

" of their employment, and, so far as may be, to the standard

" rate of wages and the position of other classes of workers,

" the remuneration they receive is adequate or otherwise."

The Committee examined a large number of witnesses and its

Report has just been presented.

Health of the Staff.

Influenza was again epidemic during certain parts of the year,

and was the cause of thirteen deaths and four retirements.

Sixty-three deaths and 118 retirements were due to diseases of

tubercular origin.

The figures in the following table and in the second and

succeeding tables of Appendix F. relate to the whole of the staff

at the towns where departmental medical officers are employed,

namely, 114,649 men (73,263 established and 41,386 un

established) and 15,446 women (11,977 established and 3,469

unestablished) :—

Percentage of

Sick Absentees.

■

Average Amount

of Sick Absence

per Sick Officer

(in days).

Average Absence

per Officer

employed

(in days).

1. Established Staff :

Men. Women. Men. Women. Men. Women.

England—

Chief Office - 58 80 12-6 12-4 7-4 9-9

Metropolitan Districts 64 81 13-8 14-1 8-9 10-1

Country . - 46 59 15-4 17'3 71 10-2

Scotland 35 46 16'9 15-6 6-0 7-2
Ireland 54 69 16-8 20-2 9-2 13-9

2. Unestablished Staff :

England—

Chief Office 62 64 93 11-2 5-8 7-a
Metropolitan Districts 54 38 9-2 13-2 5-0 5-1
Country 33 32 12-1 15-7 4-0 5-0

Scotland ... 39 18 9-1 16-7 35 3-0

Ireland - 33 31 11-0 15-5 3-6 4-8

A 49330. C
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The following table gives particulars as to the deaths and

retirements during 1906 among the whole of the established staff

in the United Kingdom :—

 

Number of

Persons.

Average

Age on Death or

Retirement

(in years).

Average Length

of Service

(in years).

Men. Women. Men. Women. Men. Women.

Deaths 231 18 89 32 18 11

Invalided 585 152 43 37 22 18

Superannuated at age of 252 11 61 60 86 29

60 and upwards.

The deaths represent a death-rate of 3-0 per 1,000 among

men and 1 ■ 5 per 1,000 among women.

The number of women who retired on marriage in 1906 was

328, with an average iige of 28 and an average service of

nine years.

The number of candidates for Post Office employment

examined by the Department's medical officers was 3,81 5 men

and 1,192 women, of whom 249 men (65 per cent.) and 235

women (L9 • 7 per cent.) were rejected.

Finance.

See also The postal revenue of the year, including the value of services

Appendices rendered to other Departments, was 17,361,042?., an increase

Tpp 95 of 297,0192. on that of the previous year. The postal expendi-

101. ture was 12,289,7872. an increase of 440,7752. on that of the

previous year. The net profit was thus 5,071,2552., or 143,7562.

less than last year.

The telegraph and telephone revenue of the year, including

the value of services rendered to other Departments, was

4,369,2302., an increase of 217,8502 ; and the telegraph and

telephone expenditure was 5,021,2852., an increase of 129,0862.

upon the previous year. The net deficit on working the

telegraphs was thus 652,0552,, or 88,7642. less than last year.

The net revenue from the postal and telegraph services

combined was 4,419,2002. If the interest on the capital ex

pended on the purchase of the telegraphs—10,867,6442.—be

taken into account, the net profit was 4,147,5092. or 54,9922. less

than last year.

These figures are, necessarily, partly estimated.

Conclusion.

I desire in conclusion to add that the efficient conduct of the

Post Office is only rendered possible by the spirit of loyalty to
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the public service which I find animates all classes of its

officers.

I also wish to place on record the valuable services rendered

to the Post Office by Mr. H. Buxton Forman, C.B., Joint Second

Secretary and Controller of Packet Services, and by Sir John

Gavey, C.B., Engineer-in-Chief, both of whom have recently

retired.

I have the honour to be,

My Lords,

Your Lordships' obedient Servant,

SYDNEY BUXTON

August 1907.

A. 49330,
D



APPENDIXA.

StatementshowingtheEstimatedNumberofLetters,Post-cabds,HalfpennyPackets,Newspapers,Parcels,and

Telegramsdealtwith,andtheAverageNumberperHeadofthePopulationfortheyearendedthe31stMarch1907.

perHead

of
Popula

tion.

Telegrams.

No. 2-2 1*9 Vt 2-0

No.

74,970,000 9,203,000 5,320,000 89,493,000

Parcels.

No.

perHead

of
Popula

tion. 2*5 2-3 VS 2'4

No.

86,959,000 11,102,000 6,758,000 104,819,000

Newspapers.
No.

perHead

of
Popula

tion.
V2

4-9 4-5 4-3

No.

145,900,000 23,300,000 19,900,000 189,100,000

HalfpennyPackets.
No.

perHead

of
Popula

tion. 22-8 21'5 9-5 21*3

No.

790,100,000 101,500,000 41,600,000 933,200,000

Post-cards.

No.

perHead

of
Popula

tion. 20-4 19-4 7-9 19'0

No.

705,200,000 91,500,000 34,700,000 831,400,000

Letters.

No.

perHead

of
Popula

tion. 69-2 52'6

S6-1

64-1

No.

2,397.700,000 248,400,000 158,300,000 2,804,400,000

Population. 34,646,236 4,726,070 4,389,086 43,761,392

EnglandandWales

Scotland-
Ireland

Totals-

Note—OfthetotalyearlynumberofLetters,Post-cards,HalfpennyPackets,Newspapers,Parcels,andTelegrams,thepercentageofeachisasfollows:—

Letters--56"6HalfpennyPackets---18'9Parcels---2*1

Post-cards--16-8Newspapers----S"8Telegrams--1*8
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145,900,000 23^300,000 19,900,000

1

3
00
■H

HalfpennyPackets.
No.

perHead

of
Popula

tion. 00

1

790,100,000 101.500.000

1

S3

No.
eo 3

No.

perHead

of
Popula

tion.

j0.61

* ■*
?
t»

Post-cards. k s

No.

705,200,000 91.500.000 34,700,000 831,400,000

perHead

of
Popula

tion.No.
1 s k

r-t

Letters.

No.

2,397.700,000 94R.4on.ono: 158,300,000

s

C
a
©

34,646,236 4,726,070 4,389,086 43,761,392

1

EnglandandWales

Scotland-
Ireland

Totals
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APPENDIX B.

Foreign and

Estimate of the Weight of Letters and Post-cards, and

Foreign Countries and British

Country ok Colony.

Despatched from the
United Kingdom.

Letters

and

Post-cards.

Circulars,

Book
Packets,
Patterns,
News
papers.

Destined for the
United Kingdom.

Letters

and

Post-cards.

Circulars,
Book

Packets,
Patterns,
News
papers.

Europe.

Austria-Hungary

Belgium and Luxemburg -

Denmark, Norway, and Sweden

France ...

Germany

Gibraltar, Malta, and Cyprus

Holland •

Italy

Russia - - ■

Spain and Portugal

Switzerland

Turkey, Greece, Roumania, and Balkan Statos

Totals

Asia.

Asiatic Turkey and Persia

India (including Aden)

Ceylon, Straits Settlements, and East Indies

China, Japan, &c.

Totals

Lb.

57,000

94,000

82,000

310,000

339,000

44,000

146,000

74,000

48,000

56,000

61,000

27,000

1,368,000

9,000

244,000

59,000

58,000

370,000

Lb.

413,000

344,000

338,000

1,488,000

1,898,000

387,000

342,000

719,000

386,000

619,000

465,000

341,000

Lb.

52,000

92,000

73,000

398,000

380,000

64,000

94,000

76,000

38,000

48,000

61,000

33,000

7,770,000 1,409,000

115,000

2,931,000

793,000

829,000

3,000

165,000

42,000

52 COO

4,668,000

-«

262,000

Lb.

140,000

190,000

145,000

1,039.000

1,183,000

50,000

482,000

195,000

106,000

76,000

133,000

70,000

3,859,000

10,000

433,000

86,000

93,000

622,000
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APPENDIX B.

Colonial Letters, &c.

of other Articles, exchanged by the United Kingdom with

Colonies, during the Year 1906.

Despatched from the
United Kingdom.

Destined for the
United Kingdom.

COUirTKY OE COLOHY.
Circulars, Circulars,

Letters

and

Post-cards.

Book
Packets,
Patterns,

Letters

and

Post-cards.

Book
Packets,
Patterns,
News
papers.

News-
papers.

AFRICA. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb.

South African Colonies 283,000 2,486,000 224,000 577,000

East Coast of Africa, Mauritius, Ac. 15,000 185,000 10,000 12,000

West Coast of Africa, Madeira, Ac. ■ 34,000 413,000 29,000 17,000

Egypt, Morocco , 4c. 65,000 483,000 40,000 70,000

Totals 887,000 3,567,000 303,000 676,000

America.

United States .... 429,000 2,979,000 480,000 2,502,000

Canada and Newfoundland 291,000 2,309,000 240,000 790,000

West Indies (British and Foreign), Ac. 40,000 453,000 24,000 47,000

Mexico and Central American States - 14,000 168,000 10,000 15,000

Brazil, Argentine Republic, Uruguay, and}
46,000 663,000 39,000 92,000

Chili, Peru, and Bolivia - 18,000 223,000 15,000 27,000

Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Ac. - 7,000 84,000 4,000 8,000

Totals 845,000 6,879,000 812,000 8,476,000

ACSTRAI.A8IA.

Commonwealth of Australia 132,000 1,639,000 87,000 654,000

New Zealand, Fiji, Ac. . 64,000 801,000 42,000 375,000

Totals .... 196,000 2,440,000 129,000 929,000

Grand Totals 3,166,000 25324,000 2,915,000 9,562,000
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APPENDIX C.

Home Packet Service.

Line of
Communication.

Frequency.

ENGLAND AND WALES.

Alderney and
Guernsey Service.

Fleetwood and Bel-
past.

Holyhead and
Kingstown.

Holyhead and
North Wall.

Ditto

Liverpool and
Douglas (Isle of
Man).

Ditto

Penzance and Soiily

Portsmouth
Eyde.

and

Southampton and
Channel Islands.

Southampton
Oowes.

and

Weymouth and
Channel Islands.

Week days

Twice a
day.

Saturdays

Week
Days.

Once on
week days
(twice on
week days
during the
summer
season) .

Three times
a week in
summer.
Twice a
week in
winter.

Once daily,
with the

NightMails.

Once on
week days.

Once on
weekdays.

Six days
a week.

Contractors. Terminable.

Aldernev Steam
Packet Co., Ltd.

North Lancashire
Steam Naviga
tion Company
(but payment
made through
Lancashire and
Yorkshire Rail
way Company).

City of Dublin
Steam Packet
Company.

London and
North Western
Railway Com
pany.

Ditto

Isle of Man Steam
Packet Company.

Ditto

West Cornwall
Steamship Com
pany.

London, Brighton,
and South Coast,
and London and
South - Western
Railway Com
panies.

London and South
western Rail
way Company.

Southampton, Isle
of Wight, and
South of England
Royal Mail Steam
Packet Company.

Great Western
Railway Com
pany.

On 6 months'
notice.

31 Mar. 1917 or
on 12 months'
notice after
81 Mar. 1910.

On 1st Oct. of
any year by
6 months'
notice on
either side.

On 6 months'
notice.

On 6 months'
notice.

On 6 months'
notice.

Payment.

1,0002.
(estimated),

1,0001.

100,0002.*
to 81 Mar.

1917 ;
80,0002.

after that
date.

4,6602.

Remarks.

7002.

4,6002.

8». per owt.
Est. 8502. p.a.

5002. and
1«. 6(2. per
basket for
parcels.

1,4002.

6,5002.

1502.

2002.

Contract under con
sideration.

The Department has

the general use of the
Company's vessels.

 

Time on outward jour-
neys(including trans
fer on both sides of
the Channel), 8 hrs.
37mins. night service
and 3 hrs. 22 mins.
day service. Time on
inward journeys (in
cluding transfer),
3 hrs. 32 mins. night
service and 8 hrs. 17
mins. day service.

This service is.-in con
nection with the ac
celeration of outward
American Mails, and
the sum of 1,6532. is
contributed by the
Cunard Steamship
Co. towards the cost
of the Packet Service.

This service is in con
nection with the
Supplementary Irish
Night Mails conveyed
bythe 10.15 p.m. train
from Euston.

Speed of 14 nautical
miles an hour in
summer; 12 in win
ter.

Conveyance of Parcel
Mails.

The Department has
the general use of the
Companies' vessels,
which are constantly
plying between the
two places.

No contract.

No contract. The
Department has the
general use of the
Company's vessels.

No contract. The
Department has the
general use of the
Company's vessels.

• Subject to a reduction of 2,0002. in respect of the receipts from passenger traffic
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APPENDIX C—continued.

Home Packet Service—continued.

Line of
Communication.

Frequency Contractors. Terminable. Payment. Remarks.

SCOTLAND.

Aberdeen and Lee-

wick.

Five days
a week in
summer.

Three days
a week in
winter.

North of Scotland
and Orkney and
Shetland Steam
Navigation
Company.

1

Lerwick. Whalbay.
and Uortb Isles.

Thrice a
week.

Do.

•On 6 months'

notice.
6,000*.

10M. for par
cels anil 40*

for North Tsle
Service.

 

Ardbossan and

Arras.

Week days Glasgow and
South-Western
Railway Com
pany.

On 6 months'
notice.

426*.

Glasgow and Camp

beltown.

Week days

Week days

Campbeltown and
Glasgow Steam
Packet Joint
Stock Company.
Ltd.

On 8 months'
notice.

1,575*.

10,000*.

The Department has
the general use of
these steamers.

Greenock, Ardbos-
sak, and Belfast.

G. and J. Bums,
Ltd.

On 12 months'
notice.

Greehock, Colon-"
SAT, andTARBEKT

(Harris). Once a week Martin Orme and
John McCallum
&Co.

- _ 500*. No contract.

Greenock and

Dunvegas. J

Greenock and Kil-

Mrs.

Twice on
week days.

Capt. Jas. William
son, for Cale
donian Steam
Pncket Company,
Ltd.

125*. No contract.

Greenock and Loch- Week days Lorhgoil Steam
Packet Com
pany, per M.T.

On 6 months'
notice.

350*. The Department has
the general use of
all this Company's
steamers.

GOILHBAD.

Greenock (Prince's
Pier) and Rothe

say.

Week days Glasgow and
South-Western
Railway Co.

On 6 months'
notice.

130*.  

Greenock and")

Rothesay. 1

Greenock and [
Ardrishaig. J

Week days David MacBrayne,
Ltd.

On 6 months'
notice.

2,510*. This payment includes
320*.for the general use
of all the Company's
steamers running to
and from the Clyde.

Greenock, Islay.T

and Jura. I

Tarbert, Islay, I
and Jura. J

Week days David MacBrayne,
Ltd.

On 6 months'
notice.

900*.
 

InVergordon and

Cromarty.

Week days Cromarty Steam
ship Company,

On 3 months'
notioe.

120*. No contract.

Invebness and Port

Augustus.

Six days a
week.

David MacBrayne,
Ltd.

On 6 months'
notice.

210*. and 25*.
for Parcel
Service.

 

Kirkwail and

Baljoub.

Five days a
week.

JohnReid On 3 months'
notice.

59*. Speed of not less than
8 nautical miles an
hour.

£ 2



APPENDIX C—continued.

Home Packet Service—continued.

Line of
Com tnunication.

Frequency. Contractors. Terminable. Payment, Remarks.

SCOTLAND-eoni.

Kirkwall and
North Isles of
Orkney.

Twice a
week for
9 months,

Orkney Steam
Navigation Com
pany,per Donald
Bertram.

On 6 months'

notice.

6002.

and three
times a
week for
3 months.

Knoydart and
Mallaig.

Three days
a week.

Arthur Salvin
Bowlby, payable
to Alexander
McLennan.

On 6 months'
notice.

522.2*. 1U. By sailing vessel.

Kyle and Portree -

Kyle and Stornoway

Six days a
week.

David MacBrayne,

Ltd.

On 18 months'

notice.

8601.

3.000J.

Speed of not less than
10 nautical miles an
hour.

Once a day,
six days a
week each

way.

David MacBrayne,
Ltd.

On 6 months'
notice.

Speed of 11 nautical
miles an hour.

Oban and Fort

William.

Once a day,
six days a
week.

» - 6002. Time on outward or
homeward journey
Si hours.

Oban and Tober

mory.

Once a day,
six days a
week.

On 6 months'
notice.

6662. Speed of 10 nautical
miles an hour.

Oban and West of
Mull, calling at
Croggan, Tober
mory, Kilchoan,
Coll, Tiree, Iona
(on outward voyage)
and Bunessan.

Out. — On
Mondays,
Wednesdays,
and Fridays.

f> On 6 months'
notice.

1,2001.

In. — On
Tuesdays,
Thursdays,
and Satur
days.

•

Oban and Dunve-
gan, calling at
Tobermory, Castle-
bay, Lochboisdale,
and Lochmaddy.

Mondays,
Wednesdays,
and Fridays.

Dr/NVBGAN and
Oban, calling at
Loch Pooltiel, and
Looh llracadale
and Tobermory ;
And also at Canna

and Rum,

Tuesdays,
Thursdays,
and Satur
days.

On 6 months'
notice.

3,0002. Speed of not less than
11 nautical miles an

hour.

Tuesdays and
Thursdays. J

Oban and Loch
maddy, calling at
Tobermory, Loch
Bracadale, Loch
Pooltiel, and Dun-

vegan ;

Tuesdays,
Thursdays,
and Satur
days.

And also at Rum
and Canna.

Tuesdays and
Saturdays.

On 6 months'
notice.

3,0002.

Loohmaddy and
Oban, calling at
Lochboisdale and

Castlebay.

Mondays,
Wednesdays,
and Fridays.

Portree, Harris,
Lochmaddy, and
Donvegan.

Out. — Tues
days, Thurs
days, and
Saturdays.

On 6 months'
notice.

1,6502. Speed of not less than
10 nautical miles an
hour.

In —Mondays,
Wednesdays,
and Fridays.
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APPENDIX C—continxted.

Home Packet Service—continued

Line of
Communication.

Frequency. Contractors. Terminable. Payment. Remarks.

SCOTLAND-cont.

1

Rothbsat and
WBmtsb Bat

Week days ■ Caledonian Steam
Packet Company,
Ltd., per Capt.
James William
son.

On 8 months'
notice.

1502.

SCRABSTEB PlBB 6 days a week North of Scotland
and Orkney and
Shetland Steam
Na ifigation Com

pany.

On 6 months'
notice.

2,000*. Vessels to be capable
of steaming 12 knots
an hour.

(Thueso) and

SlBOMNESS.

Shetland (Vibkie)

and Faib islb.

Once a fort
night.

Isbister and Co. - 602., 1 Apr.
to 81 Oct.;
102. a trip

By sailing vessel.

other
months.

8HETLAKD (WALLS) Once a fort
night (Oct. to
Mar.). Once
a week (Apr.
to Sept. ).

M. Manson and
L. Gray.

On 6 months'

notice.
781.
(22. a
trip.)

By sailing vessel.
and FoULA.

Stbasrarr and
Labkb. (See below.)

Stromkbss and
South Isles.

4 days a week E. Garden - On 8 months'
notice.

1802. __

Wemybs Bat and Thrice on week
days in sum
mer and twice

I in winter.

Caledonian Rail
way Co.

The servioe is provided
under a general
agreement with the

Railway Co.

MlLLPOBT.

Ditto Additional
week day
service in
winter.

Caledonian Steam
PacketCompany,
Ltd., per Capt.
James William
son.

On 8 months'
notice.

2002.

IBELAND.

Laene and Stran- Week days - Portpatrick and
Wigtownshire
JointCommittee.

On 12 months'
notice.

13,5002. This amount includes
also payment for
Railway Services
between Carlisle and
Stranraer, Lame and
Belfast, and Larne
and Deny.

BAEB.

Galwat and Arean 3 days a week Galway Bay
Steamboat Co.

 852. No contract.
lSLAHDS.

Notes—
1. In addition to the payments given in detail above. Letters, &c. are conveyed by Private Ships to and from

places in the United Kingdom for a certain fixed payment of 2s. Id. per 100. The total amount paid at present
is about 5002. a year.

2. There is also a number of small miscellaneous fixed payments forconveyance of Home Mails and for ferriage
(including various payments for the conveyance of Mails in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland), not
exceeding in any case 1202. a year.

8. For the conveyance of Homeward American Mails by steamer from Dublin to Holyhead when required, the
London and North-Western Railway Company receives 802. a trip.
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A.PPENDIX F.

Staff of Officers.

Totals

Enifljiiul mill

Wiles.
Ireland. Scotland. Totals. Totals

31 Mar.

1907.

31 Mar.

1906.

Description of Officers.

Males.
Fe

males.
Males.

Fe
males.

Males.
Fe

males.
Males.

Fe-
males.

A.

1 Postmaster Goneral and
Minister assisting Post*
master General.

2 _ 2 2

B.

11 Secretary, Second Secretaries,
Assistant Secretaries, Comp
troller and Accountant
General, and Secretaries for
Ireland and Scotland.

9 1 1 11 11

C.

42 Clerks. Class I., Secretary's

Office.

42 - - - - - 42 - 42

D.

1« Heads of Departments, Staff
Officers, and other Superior

Officers:
Metropolitan - ii« 5 9 8

> 169 5 174

Provinces 16 — 6  4 >

E.

an Surveyors and Assistant Sur
veyors.

69

143

15 IS

24

-

| 277 - 277
Travelling Clerks, Inspecting

Telegraphists,and8tationaiy
Clerks.

- 28 -

F.

876 Head Postmasters :
Metropolitan 8

669 j- 788

72 860'

Provinces -

G.

82 91 26 120 15

22,088 Sub-Postmasters :
Metropolitan 729

11,087

160

5,163

58

1,571

108

1,159

51

1,262

87

872

1 14,768 7,494 22,252t
Provinces

H.

10,180 Clerks and Superintending
Officers :

Metropolitan - 4,018

2,761

2,367

224

238

■101

39

7

185

857

48

39

| 7,720 2,724 10,444

Provinces

L

32,098 Counter Clerks and Tele
graphists, Sorters, Sorting
Clerks and Telegraphists,
Telegraphists, and Tele
phone Operators, &c. :

Metropolitan 9,626

10,536

8,007

4,648

628

810

121

386

460

1.473

164

j 23,633

9,178 32,711

Provinces - 862

65,780 Carried forward 89,731 16,606 8,611 1,840 3,958 2,027 47,300 19,478 66,773

* Unestablished, 41 ; Established, 819. t Unestablished, 21,705 ; Established, 647.
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APPENDIX F.—continued.

Staff Of Of&cers-rcontinued.

Totals

England and
Wales.

Ireland. Scotland. Totals.
Totals

31 Mar. Description of Officers. 31 Mar.

1906. Males.
Fe

males.
Males.

Fe
males.

Males.
Fe

males.
Males.

Fe
males.

1907.

65,730 Brought forward - 39,731 15,606 3,611 1,840 3,958 2,027 47,300 19,473 66,778

J.

41,939 Mechanics, Porters, Postmen,

to.:
Metropolitan

Provinces -

10,993

25,028

541 634

3,962

1 43,159 16 43,175

K.

8 2,001 1 7

87,753 Persons employed in un-
established positions, viz.,
Assistants to Postmasters,
Auxiliaries, Boy Messengers,
BoyClerks, Commissionaires,
Female Servants, Telegraph
Construction Hands, &c. :

Metropolitan 14,590

36,459

2,531

15,320

79S

8,873

286

1,546

473 192

2,618
1 66,727 22,493 89,220

Provinces 5,639

195,422
L.

126,801 33,465 15,819 3,678 14,666 4,844 157,186 41,982 199,168

10 Postmasters and Clerks, &c.
abroad (under direction of
Postmaster General) and
agents in Foreign Countries
for collection of postage, 4c.

" " " 10 10

195,432 Totals 126,801 33,466 15,819 8,678 14,666 4,844 157,196 41,982 199,178
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APPENDIX V—continued.

Mortality Table.

Number of Deaths during the Twelve Months ended

31st December 1906.

Chief

Office.

Women.

Metro

politan

Districts.

Women.

Rest of

England.

Women.

Scotland.

Women.

Ireland.

Women.

Total.

Women.

Men. Men. Men. Men. Men. Men.

General Diseases.

1

1

1 _

Influenza 1 1 1 - 9 - 1 - - - 12 1

Pneumonia 10 1 7 - 21 - 5 - 2 1 44 2

Enteric i'ever - 1 - 1 - 4 1
•1 - 1 - 9 1

Septicaemia 1 - - - 1 - - - - - 2 -

Erysipelas - - - - I - - 1 - - 1 1

Tubercle 13 - Hi - 24 1 6 - 8 1 61 2

Epidemic cerebro

spinal meningitis - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1 -

Acute rheumatism - 2 - - - 2 - - - - - 4 -

New growths :

Malignant 6 - 2 1 15 - 3 - 2 - 28 1

Non-malignant - - 1 - - - 1 - - - 2 -

TetanuB 1 — — — — — - - - — 1 —

Diabetes 1 - 2 - 4 - - - - - 7 -

Anaemia (pernicious) - - - 1 - - - - - 2 - 3 -

Old age - - - - 1 - - - - - 1 -

Debi% _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 — 1 _

Local Diseases.

Diseases of the—

Nervous system 2 - 4 1 18 2 - 2 4 - 28 S

Circulatory system 6 2 3 1 27 2 4 - 8 1 43 6

Respiratory system 5 - 9 - 6 1 2 - 1 - 23 1

Digestive system -

Urinary system

8 - 3 - 23 2 7 1 3 - 44 3

6 - 2 1 8 2 4 - 2 - 22 8

Generative system - 1 1 -

Skin - - - - - - - - - 1 - 1 -

Ear - - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - 2 -

Injuries.

Accident a - a - 6 2 1 - - - 12 2

Causes not

Specified above.

1 -

Drowned

6 6 __

- - - - 2 - 1 - 1 - 4 _

Gangrene - - - - 1 - - - - - 1 -

Not stated - — l — - - 1 - — - 2 -

Totals 68 4 50 4 181 T3~ 38 4 31- 3 368 28

1
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APPENDIX F.—continued.

Table giving Causes of Retirement from the

Service through ill-health.

Number of Persons retired during the Twelve Months

ended 3lst December 1906.

Metro

politan

Districts.

Chief

Office.

Women. Women.

Best of

England.

Women.

Scotland.

Women.

Ireland.

Women.

Total.

Women.

General Diseases.

Men. Men. Men. Men. Men. Men.

Influenza _ - - - 3 - - - 1 - 4 -

Tubercle 24 5 18 - 89 5 10 3 12 2 193 IS

Syphilis - - - - 1 - - - - - 1 -

Chronic rheumatism - 3 2 13 - 27 5 1 - 2 - 46 1

Gout - 1 - -  5 - - - 1 - 7 -

New growths :

Malignant - - 3 - 4 - - 2 - - 7 2

Non-malignant - - - - - - — 1 — 1 ~

Anaemia 1 7 - - 3 2 - 1 - 1 4 11

Diabetes 1 - 1 - 1 - - - - - 3 -

Debility :

Nervous 2 11 8 2 29 8 1 1 1 - 41 22

General 1 32 1 - 10 3 3 2 3 2 18 39

Senile decay - 1 - 2 - 2 - 1 ~~ 6 —

Local Diseases.

Diseases of the—

Nervous system 41 10 18 3 58 11 16 ] 7 140 25

Eye - 5 3 3 1 1 - 2 - 1 - 12 4

Ear - 1 - - 1 5 3 - — 2 1 8 5

Nose - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1

Circulatory system - - 15 - 43 4 1 1 4 - 63 5

Respiratory system 3 1 11 - 25 2 3 1 43 8

Digestive system - 10 2 4 - 13 1 3 ] 5 — 35 4

Thyroid body 1 - - 1 - - ~ - 2 ~

Urinary, system 9 1 1 5 - - — 2 — 17 1

Organs of locomo 1 1 3 - 7 - 3 1 14 2

tion.

Skin - - - 1 - 1 3 — 1 1 7

Injuries.

Accident 2 - - 8 - - - 1 - 12 -

Causes not

Specified above.

Operation - 1

5 5

1

Telegraphist's cramp -

Writer's cramp -

- - - -

4

- — -

4 1- 1 - - - —

Totals . 108 77 103 7 302 45 45 12 45 7 603 148
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APPENDIX H.-~continued.

Telegrams—continued.

Statement showing the Number of Telegrams forwarded from

Telegraph Offices in the United Kingdom during the Years

1905-1908 and 1906-1907 ; and the Increase or Decrease in each

Month of the latter Year as compared with the corresponding

Month of the former Year.

Month. 1905-1906. 1906-1907.

( + ) Increase.

( — ) Decrease,

April 6,898,000 6,927,000 + 29,000

May 7,997,000 7,903,000 - 94,000

June 8,217,000 8,072,000 - 145,000

July 8,409,000 8,380,000 - 29,000

August - 8,709,000 8,754,000 + 45,000

September - 8,072,000 7,902,000 - 170,000

October - 7,593,000 7,953,000 + 360,000

November - 7,136,000 7,159,000 + 23,000

December 6,557,000 6,731,000 + 174,000

January - - - 7,164,000* 6,740,000 - 424,000

February 5,906,000 5,989,000 + 83,000

March 6,820,000 6,933,000 + 163,000

89,478,000 89,493,000 15,000

* Inflated by Telegrams in connection with the General Election.
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APPENDIX J.

Post Office Savings Bank.
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APPENDIX J.

Post Office

Statement of Business for

Number

of Post

Office

Savings

Bank

Offices.

Deposits.*

Number of
Persons

Withdrawals.?

Year

ended

31st

Deo.

Average

Amount.

who
deposited
in Single

Average

Amount.
Number. Amount.

Sums
the Entire
Amount
allowed in
the Year.

Number. Amount.

£ £ s. d. £ s. d.

1897 12,212 13,012,935 85,757,476 2 14 11 53,500 4,670,488 30,624,995 6 11 2

1898 12,582 13,767,244 87,361,838 2 14 4 54,000 4,957,896 32,952,829 6 12 11

1899 12,995 14,654,609 89,122,160 2 13 5 51,700 5,094,038 85,171,475 6 18 1

1900 13,341 14,969,849 40,516,484 2 14 2 48,100 5,406,347 38,231,372 7 15

1901 13,672 15,018,645 41,452,051 2 16 2 48,900 5,748,624 39,890,043 6 18 9

1809 14,048 15,250,316 42,217,003 2 15 4 49,800 6,012,983 41,895,800 6 17 8

1903 14,362 15,325,618 40,857,206 2 13 4 46,200 6,180,419 42,786,025 6 18 5

1904 14,614 15,466,928 40,612,967 2 12 6 48,000 6,276,929 41,904,393 6 13 6

1906 14,862 16,320,204 42,300,617 2 11 10 44,700 7,156,283 42,096,037 5 17 8

1906 15,055 17,997,028 43,980,579 2 8 11 43,200 8,629,748 43,768,002 5 15

• Inpliidme as well as Ordinary Deposits, (a) Deposits for immediate investment in Stock j

ihi amnunts realised by sale of Stock, and Stock Certificates obtained, the amount, when Stock
1. Boldora Stock Certificate obtained, being placed to the credit of the Savings Bank Account
2. « to he dealt with as a withdrawal; (c) Dividends ; (d) Deposits for purchase of Annuities
• nrt raiment of Insurance premiums, and (e) amounts credited to Accounts in respect of sums
SnvsMeto Annuitants and Insurants and their representatives. For particulars, see statements
Sf T nvei-nment Stock business and Annuity and Insurance business.
"HSas well as Ordinary Withdrawals, (a) Withdrawals for investment in Stock, with
™mmi«siou - V&l Withdrawals consequent on sale of Stock and obtaining Stock Certificates, with
Snmm Sn'snd fees- (c) Withdrawals for purchase of Annuities ana payment of Insurance
Premiums- and Id) amounts paid to Annuitants and Insurants and their representatives. For
pa^Uculars see statements of Government Stock business and Annuity and Insurance business,
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APPENDIX J.

Savings Bank.

each of the last Ten Years.

Amount,
Number of Accounts. Expenses of Management.

Interest

credited

to De

positors.

including
Interest
standing;
to credit

Average
Amount
standing
to credit
of each
open

Account.

Rate
Year

ended

31st

Dec.

of all
Remain-
inn open
at close
of the
Year.

per Cent,
to Total
Amount
standing
to credit

Average
Cost
per

Trans
action.

open
Accounts
at close of
the Year.

Opened. Closed. Total.

£ £ ». d.

of De
positors.

4. d. d.

115,896,786 1.289,995 892,269 7,239,761 16 0 2 450,938* 7 9« 6-1* 1897

2,838,304 123.144,099 1.333,396 942.654 7,630,602 18 2 9 450,641} 7 81* 5-8t 1898

3,083,881 130,118,606 1,373,799 957,621 8,046,680 16 3 6 473377t 7 Sit 6-8* 1899

S,H5,978 135,549,645 1,376,171 982,868 8,439,983 16 1 3 487,025* 7 a* 6-7t 1900

1 3,281,263 140,392,916 1,876,846 1,029,154 8,787,675 16 19 6 506,093* 7 m 6-8* 1901

3,390,969 144,605,088 1386,962 1,041,476 9,133,161 16 18 8 526,007 7 Si 6-9 1902

3,468,878 146.135,147 1,342,040 1,071.849 9,403,852 15 10 }0 549,140 7 6 6-1 1903

3,495,633 148,339,354 1,350,867 1,080,992 9,673,717 15 6 8 537.6721 7 2« 5'9* 1904

3,567,206 152,111,140 1,435,329 1,145,997 9,963.049 15 5 4 627,866* 6 Hi* 5-4* 1905

3,667,729 166,996,446 1,600,105 1,230370 10,332,784 15 1 11 598,925* 7 8* 6'4* 1901

t The charges of management in 1897, 1898, and 1900 include the sums of 3572.. 31?., and 1502.
respectively for purchase of land, while the charges in 1897, 1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1904, 1905 and 1906
also include 12,5392., 1,3711., 1,1542., 4202., 2,7652., 9952., 2702., and 1522. respectively for new buildings.
Omitting these amounts, but adding interest at the rate ot 5 per cent, thereon, the cost per
transaction will be, in 1897, 6'9d., in 1898, 5' 8(2., in 1899, 6-8<2., in 1900, fid., in 1901 5 -8<2., in 1904,
5-9<2„ in 1905, 5'4<2., and in 1906, 5'4d„ and the percentage of expenses to capital 7*. 6i<2., 7*. Si(2.,
7». Sic2., 7s. 2i<2.. 7s. 2d., 7s. 2id„ 6s. Hid., and 7s. 8d. respectively. Prior to the passing of the Post

Office Savings Bank Act, 1861, it was estimated (tee Parliamentary Paper, No. 628, 1861) that the
average cost of each transaction would be 7d.
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APPENDIX J.—contained.

Post Office Savings Bank—continued.

(II.) Table showing the Number and Amount of Contracts entered

into from the Commencement of Business on 17th April 1865 to

the 31st December 1906, and the Number and Amount of Contracts

in existence on the 31st December 1906.
 

CONTRACTS ENTERED INTO

From 17 April 1865
to

31 December 1905.

No.

From 1 Jan. 1906
to

31 December 1906.

Amount. No. Amount.

TOTAL.

No. Amount.

Contracts for Annuitiesentered into
from the commencement of

business on 17th April 1865 to
31st December 1906. viz. :—

Immediate Annuities -

Deferred Annuities and
MonthlyAllowances, Money
not returnable

Deferred Annuities and
MonthlyAllowances.Money
returnable -

Contracts for Sums payable at
Death enteredinto from thecom-
mencement ofbusiness on the 17th
April 1865 to the 31st December
1906

Contracts for Annuities in exis
tence on the 31st December 1906,
vis.;—

Immediate Annuities -

Deferred Annuities and
MonthlyAllowances.Money
not returnable -

Deferred Annuities and
MonthlyAllowances,Money
returnable ...

Contracts for Sums payable at
Death, in existence on the 31st
December 1906 -

,449

2,703

23,641

£ ». d.

991,928 9 0

25,951 18 8

59,390 13 6

1,433121 2 2

1,797

71

641

£ x. d.

43,241 5 8

1,307 6 6

1,618 8 0

3.054 6 3

47,611

1,507

2,777

24,282

27,010

1,174

£ *. d.

1,035,169 14 8

27,259 5 2

61,009 1 6

1,461,175 8 5

661,526 18 4

20,875 4 6

29,822 8 6

768,887 2 1



APPENDIX J.—continued.

Post Office Savings Bank—continued.

Extract from Parliamentary Paper (214) ordered

bj the House of Commons to be printed, 25 June 1907.



APPENDIXJ.—continued.

PostOfficeSavingsBank.

AccountofallDepositsReceivedandPaidfrom1stJanuaryto31stDecember1.906.

Balancebroughtforward-

ToCashreceivedfromDepositorsfrom1stJanuary

to31stDecember1906----

Tointerestthereonupto31stDecember1906,com
putedaccordingtoAct24Vict.,c.14.sections7and 8,andaddedtothePrincipalMoneyofthesaid

Depositors------

£s.d. 152,111,139162 43,980,578177* 196,091,718139 3,667,729510 199,759,447197

ByRepaymentsfrom1stJanuaryto31stDecember

1906,viz.:—

£s.d.
CashPaid---43,675,18125f

Warrantsissued,butnot

cashedatdate--87,82078

BalancedueatthecloseoftheYear1906,toall Depositors,inclusiveofInterestto31stDecember

1906......

£s.d.
43,763,001101 1.55,996,44696 199,759,447197 ♦IncludingthesumrealisedbythesaleofGovernmentStock,viz.,1,246,889/.ls.lOc/.;theamountofdividendscreditedtoDepositors,viz.,478,414/.16*.\0d.;

theamountcredited"aspaymentsunderAnnuityandInsuranceContracts,viz.,670,763/.3s.;andtheamountofGovernmentStocktransferredtothe

Depositors'ownnamesinthebooksoftheBankofEngland,viz.,207,084/.1Is.2d.

tIncludingthesuminvestedonbehalfofDepositorsinthepurchaseofGovernmentStock,andtheCommissionandFees,amountingtogetherto 2,459,545/.13s.3d.;thesumwithdrawnaspurchasemoneyunderAnnuityandInsuranceContracts,viz.,591,681/.4s.4<i.,andtheamountofGovernment

StocktransferredtotheDepositors'ownnamesinthebooksoftheBankofEngland,viz.,207,084/.lis.2<Z.

GeneralPostOffice,fCharlesA.King,ComptrollerandAccountantGeneral.

10thJune1907.IH.Davies,ControllerofPostOfficeSavingsBank.

SYDNEYBUXTON,

PostmasterGeneral.



APPENDIXJ—continued.
PostOfficeSavingsBank.

StatementshowingtheAggregateAmountoftheLiabilitiesoftheGovernmenttoDepositorsinPostOfficeSavingsBanks on31stDecember1906,andtheNatureandAmountoftheSecuritiesheldbytheCommissionersfortheReductionofthe

NationalDebttomeetthoseLiabilitiesatthatdate.

Liabilities.
BalanceduetoDepositors

on31stDecember1906 (includinginterest)

WarrantsissuedtoDepo sitors,butnotcasbed,on

31stDecember1906

Amountofexpensesremain ingunpaid(partlyesti

mated)-

Aggregateliabilities£

£s.d.
155,996,44696 87,82078 58,2791711$ 156,142,546151*

SYDNEYBUXTON,

PostmasterGeneral.

CharlesA.King,

ComptrollerandAccountantGeneral.

H.Davies,

ControllerofPostOfficeSavingsBank.

GeneralPostOffice,

10thJune1907.

NatureandAmountofSecuritiesheld.

Stacks:—

2^percent.CodsoIs-

2\percent.Annuities

LocalLoans3percent.Stock

2|perceDt.Annuities(1905)

2fpercent.Guaranteed

LandStock

2fpercent.WarStock

Transvaal3percent.Guar

anteedStock

Guaranteed2Jpercent.

Stock...

BillsandBonds:— TreasuryBills

ExchequerBonds(1909)-

Do.(1911)■ EgyptianGuaranteed3per

cent.Bonds

GreekGuaranteed2^per

cent.Bonds

IrishLandCommission

Bonds

£».d. 59,977,687177 8,906,260135 19,292,96928 636,00000 5,408,539148 750,00000 910,80000 3,071,945711 440,00000 135,00000 2,200,00000 670,00000 1,387,50000 400,00000

BillsandBonds—cont.

2Jpercent.WarBonds-
Mauritius3percent.Guar

anteedCertificates

AnnuitiesforTermsof

Years:—

Annuitiesoperatingto

replaceStock:—

AmountofStock
stilloutstanding-

Annuitiesoperatingto

replacecash:—

Amountofcash
stilloutstanding-

AdvancesforwhichAnnui tieshadnotbeengranted

on31stDecember1906-

Interestaccrued

CashBalance(including £86,85314a.3d.inhands

ofPostmasterGeneral)-

£

276,000

10,00000 9,249,671140 37,815,116184

3,216,15415 1,118,37816

184,4321710

Note.—InadditiontotheabovesecuritiestheCentralSavingsBankPremisesarevaluedat£355,000.

NationalDebtOffice,(W.G.Turpin,

17thJune,1907.JAssistantComptrollerGeneral.
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APPENDIX K.—continued.

Money Orders—continued.

Statement showing the Number and Amount of Inland Telegraph

Monet Orders issued in each of the last Ten Years.

Increase

per cent, on

Number.

Increase

Year. Number. Amount. per cent, on

Amount.

1897-98 205,754 698,944 28'2 323

1898-99 257,650 878,072 252 25-6
•

1899-1900 811,943 999,086 21-1 13-8

1900-01 369,165 1,128,661 18-3 13-0

1901-02 411,952 1,240,619 11-6 9-9

1902-03 462,885 1,459,496 12-4 17-6

1903-04 475,788 1,384,925 2-8

Decrease.

5-1

1904-05 477,691 1,544,488 •4
Increase.

11 -s

1905-06 503,543 1,646,882 5-4 6-6

1906-07 523,454 1,812,909 4-0 10-1

1st October 1898.—Private messages allowed in Telegrams of advice, and

compulsory repetition abolished.
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APPENDIX M.

Telephone Trunk Wires.

Statement showing the Number of Circuits, Miles of Wire, and

Calls in each Year since the Trunk_ Lines of the National

Telephone Company were acquired by the State.

Year. Circuits. Increase.
Miles of

Wire.
Increase. Calls. Increase.

1897-98 877 73 55,721 7,866 5,888,247 613,416

1898-99 953 76 63,109 7,388 7,066,609 1,178,362

1899-1900 1,029 76 69,713 6,604 8,091,631 1,025,022

1900-01 1,116 87 76,831 7,118 8,980,733 889,102

1901-02 1,165 49 83,302 6,471 10,080,716 1,099,983

1902-03 1,309 144 93,473 10,171 11,574,229 1,493,513

1903-04 1,418 109 102,799 9,326 13,467,975 1,893,746

1904-05 1,604 186 112,743 9,943 15,461,822 1,993,847

1905-06 1,755 151 128,063 15,320 17,974,039 2,512,217

1906-07 2,043 288 141,810 13,747 19,803,363 1,829,324

Provincial Telephone Exchange Wires.

Statement showing the Number of Miles of Wire and Exchange

Telephones in each of the last Ten Years.

Tear. Miles of Wire. Increase.
Exchange

Telephones.
Increase.

1897-98 3,968 673 1,957 94

1898-99 4,369 401 2,182 175

1899-1900 4,762 393 2,246 114

1900-01 5,199 437 2,686 440

1901-02 6,283 1,084 3,891 1,205

1902-03 7,372 1,089 5,218 1,327

1903-04 8,602 1,230 6,847 1,629

1904-05 9,893 1,291 8,644 1,797

1905-06 12,529 2,636 10,380 1,736

1906-07 14,370 1,841 12,006 1,626
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APPENDIXN.

PostOfficeTelephones.

GeneralCapitalAccountto31atMarch1907,

showingtheAmountofCapitalAuthorizedanditsAppropriationtotheseveralTelephoneServices

CapitalauthorisedbyParliament,viz.:—

TelegraphActs,1892-98-
TelegraphAct,1899- TelegraphAct,1904

£

2,300,000 2,000,000 3,000,000

Total

-

£

00 00 00 7,300,00000

TrunkLines:—

PurchasedfromtheNationalTelephoneCo.in

1896-....

ConstructionofLinesbyPostOffice:—

To31stMarch1906-

Yearended31stMarch1907-

LondonExchange(includingPrivateWires):—

Construction:—

To31stMarch1906

Yearended318tMarch1907

ExpenditureonSitesandBuildings:—

To31stMarch1906-

Yearended31stMarch1907
MiscellaneousExpenses:—

To31stMarch1906

Yearended31stMarch1907

ProvincialExchanges(includingPrivateWires):—

Constructionto31stMarch1906

Yearended31stMarch1907

£

«. 459,1143 2,438,38819 478,7490

d.
1}

2,31,30016 361,8709 101,28717 6,81611

413-2
4 4 11,222158| 2,19772

403,19519 443,55212

4

Storespurchasedandremainingunusedon31stMarch1907

Balancenotexpendedon31stMarch1907

Total

3,376,25230j
2,614,695178}

846,748119i
204,7453S\ 257,55840 7,300,00000

-^^un^fThecapitaladvancedbytheTreasuryto31stMarch1907was7,130000,.^^J^^^t^^S^^»

624,589/.5s.Id.forinterest.



APPENDIX0.

PostOfficeTelephones.

LondonExchangeSystem.

AnAccount,partlyestimated,ofIncomeandExpenditure,fortheYearended31stMarch1907.

50,210 77,143 11,365 3,933 187,861 330,512

£

Salaries,Wages,&c.ofStaff,includingprovisionforPensions

ofEstablishedStaff-

Bent,Bates,FuelandLight,includingestimatedBentalValue

ofPremisesalreadybelongingtotheDepartment- MiscellaneousExpenses(Stationery,Travelling,&c.)

BalanceavailabletowardsmeetingDepreciation,Interest,&c.

(ridefootnote)--...

£

Expenditure.

MaintenanceofSystem-

102,720 116,729 50,116 11,079 42,813 4,169 2,836 330,512

£

ProportionofSubscriptionspaidin1905-6,butproperto

1906-7.......

Paidintheyear1906-7:£ AtFlatBates.....50,949AtTollRates.....189,326

240,275

Lessproportionproperto1907-8--123,546

MessageFees,inadditiontofixedminimumof11.10s.per

MessageBateCircuit.....

CallOfficeFees.....

BentalsofwiresleasedtoNationalTelephoneCo.

Miscellaneousreceipts--

ValueofservicesrenderedtoGovernmentDepartmentswithout

payment.......

£

Income.

Subscribers'Bentals:—

Note.—Theestimatedamonntrequiredtoprovidefordepreciationofplant,inclusiveofsparewires,is81,545/.,andinterestat3percent,onthecapital

expenditureof2,691,000/.is80,730?.,makingtogether162,275/.Thecapitalexpenditureisthesumof2,614,696/.showninAppendixN,plus121,583/.,

theamountofsalariesandcostofconstructionchargedtotheParliamentaryVote,andminus45,279/.,theexpenditureonprivatewireschargedtocapital.



APPENDIX0—continued.

POStOfficeTelephones—continued.

ProvincialExchangeSystem.

AnAccount,partlyestimated,ofIncomeandExpenditurefortheYearended31stMarch1907.

£

39,584 34,030 3,532 1,600 38,227 116,973

Salaries,Wages,&c,ofStaff,includingprovisionforPensions

ofEstablishedStaff....

Rent,Rates,FuelandLight,includingestimatedRentalValue

ofPremisesalreadybelongingtotheDepartment
MiscellaneousExpenses(Stationery,Travelling,&c.)

BalanceavailabletowardsmeetingDepreciation,Interest,&c.

(videfootnote)-.....

£

ElPENDITUBE.
MaintenanceofProvincialExchangeSystems

28,330 74,172 2,433 5,804 1,166 116,973

£

4,137 931

properto - -

£

136,741 62,483 74,258 86
Company ValueofservicesrenderedtoGovernmentDepartmentswithout

£

ProportionofSubscriptionspaidin1905-6,but

Paidin1906-7....

Deductamountpayableto,inexcessofthatre ceivablefrom,NationalTelephoneCompany
RentalsofjunctionlinesleasedtoNationalTelephone

Income.

1906-7-....

Lessproportionproperto1907-8
MessageFeesforexcesscalls...

CallOfficeCollections- Miscellaneousreceipts-
Subscribers'Rentals:—

forterminalfees

payment-

Theestimatedamountrequiredtoprovidefordepreciationofplant,inclusiveofsparewires,is29,035/.,andinterestat3percent,onthecapital expenditureof835,000/.is25,050/.,makingtogether54,085/.Thecapitalexpenditureisthesumof846,749/.showninAppendixN,plus87,925/.,theamount

ofsalariesandcostofconstructionchargedtotheParliamentaryVote,andminus99,674/.,theexpenditureonprivatewireschargedtocapitnl.



APPENDIXO—continued.

PostOfficeTelephones—continued.

TrunkLineSystem.

AnAccount,partlyestimated,ofIncomeandExpenditurefortheYearended31stMarch1907.

77,130 136,679 12,900 8,353 225,699 460,761

£

Salaries,Wage?,&c,ofStaff,includingprovisionforPensions

ofEstablishedStaff--,

Bent,Rates,FuelandLight,includingestimatedRentalValue

ofPremisesalreadybelongingtotheDepartment

BalanceavailabletowardsmeetingDepreciation,Interest,&c.

{videfootnote).....

£

-

MiscellaneousExpenses(Stationery,Travelling,&c.)

ExPENDITUKE.

MaintenanceofTrunkLineSystem-

459,742 779 240 460,761

£

TrunkFees:—£

Grossvalueforyear....479,639

LessCommissionpaidtoLicenseesforCollection,

&c.19,897

Miscellaneousreceipts------

ValueofServicesrenderedtoGovernmentDepartments

withoutpayment....--

£

Income.

Theestimatedamountrequiredtoprovidefordepreciationofplant,inclusiveofsparewires,is104,496/.,andinterestat3percent,onthecapital

expenditureof3,729,000/.is111,870?.,makingtogether216,366/.Thecapitalexpenditureisthesumof3,376,252/.showninAppendixN,pins352,748/.,

theamountofsalariesandcostofconstructionchargedtotheParliamentaryVote.



APPENDIXO—continued.

PostOfficeTelephones—continued.

SummaryofIncomeandExpenditurefortheYearended31stMarch1907.

Total.
908,246 456,459 451,787 432,726

£

TrunkLines.

460,761 235,062 225,699 216,366

£

Provincial.

116,973 78,746 38,227 54,085

£

Exchange*.

London.
330,512 142,651 187,861 162,275

£

Income.......

WorkingExpenses(includingDay-to-DayMaintenance)-

Estimatedamountrequiredtoprovidefordepreciationofplant,andinterest

at3percent,onCapitalasperfootnotesonprecedingTables

Deduct:

BalanceavailabletowardsmeetingDepreciation,Interest,&c.
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APPENDIX T.

Extract from the Finance Accounts for the

Year ended 31st March 1907.
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APPENDIX T.

Extract from the Finance Accounts for the

Year ended 31st March 1907.

Inserted by desire of the Select Committee on Estimates, Revenue

Departments.

Detailed Statement of the Gross Receipts ;ind Net

Receipts of the Revenue.

Post Office.

Gross Receipts :

From Postage Stamps sold by Post

masters ...

From Postage Stamps sold by Stamp

Distributors of Inland Revenue

From Postage collected in cash by

Country Postmasters

From Postage collected in cash in

London, Dublin, and Edinburgh

From Postage collected for credit of

United Kingdom by Colonial Offices

From Postage collected for credit

of United Kingdom by Foreign

Offices, &c. ...

From Commission on Money Orders -

Ditto Postal Orders -

From Miscellaneous Receipts -

Payments out of Receipts :

For Postage, &c., refunded

To Inland Revenue Department

To Railway Companies, &c, on account

of Parcel Post ...

For Postage collected for credit of

Colonial Offices ...

For Postage collected for credit of

Foreign Offices, &c. - -

& s. d.

17,696,597 9 3

263,151 16 3|

184,021 5 8}

251,674 4 H

51,244 8 H

147,162 11 9

153,713 3

4415,040 19

Net Receipts

Payments into Exchequer

29,499 0 6J
582,520 0 0

1,031,768 0 7

263,135 19 11

175,482 7 Of

17,959,749 5 6±

435,695 10 6J

198,407 0 2f

568,754 2 8

45,616 16 li

19,208,222 15 Of

2,082,405 8 1|

17,185,817 6 llj

£17,170,000 0 0

General Post Office,!

5th June 1907. J

CHARLES A. KING,

Comptroller anil Accountant-General.
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APPENDIX T.—continued.

Telegraph Service.

Gross Receipts :

For transmission of Telegrams, &c.,

collected in Cash •

For transmission of Telegrams, &c,

collected in Stamps -

Payments out of Receipts :

To Cable Companies, &c.

To Telegram Moneys refunded, &c.

£ id.

2,172,544 7 9

2,663,645 9 6|

536,049 15 2

4,349 18 8 1

Net Receipts

Payments into Exchequer

£ s. d.

4,836,189 17 31

540,399 13 101

4,295,790 3 5

£4,255,000 0 0

General Post Ollice, 1

5th Juno 1907. f

CHARLES A. KING,

Comptroller and Accountant-General.
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APPENDIX U

Summary of Statistics for the Year 1906-07 compared with

the Previous Year.

For

details
— 1905-06. 1906-07.

Increase

per cent. see

pages

Postal.

Postal packets delivered -

Parcels delivered

Registered Letters and Parcels -

Express Delivery Services -

Undelivered Postal Packets, &c. -

4,584,500,000

101,682,000

19,682,008

1,578,746

27,099,174

4,758,100,000

104,819,000

19,501,618

1,673,258

2!),766,394

3-79

3-08
•92

5-99

9-84

32-36

37

Dec.

Inc.

38-40

41

60

Foreign and. Colonial Mails :—

Letters, &c. :—

•

Despatched {Weight) -

Received ( Weight) -

*Z6.26,840,000

* 7,6.1 1,876,000

t £6.28,490,000
tXft.12,477,000

6-15

506
| 42-43

Parcels :—

Despatched (Number) -

Received (Number) -

2,474,003

1,431,035

2,575,891

1,471,785

4-12

2-85
1 44-47

Savings Bank transactions : —

Deposits :—

Number -

Amount -

* 16,320,204

*£42,300,617

tl7,997,023

t£43,980,579

10-27

3 97
| 66

Withdrawals :—

Number - - -

Amount - - - -

*7,155,283

*£42,096,037
f8,629,749

t£43,763,002

20-61

3-96
| 66

Money Orders :—

Number

Amount -

13,596,153

£44,612,785

13,819,162

£46,335,883

1-64

3-86
| 74-82

Postal Orders :—

Number -

Amount -

97,271,000

£38,770,000

102,247,000

£40,878,000

5-12

5-44
|84-86

Telegraph.

89,478,000

17,974,039

89,493,000

19,803,363

02

10- 18

61-62

87Telephone Trunk Calls -

Postal and Telegraph

Combined.

Gross Revenue - - - -

Gross Expenditure -

Net Revenue -

Staff (all classes) -

£21,215,403

£16,741,211

£4,474,192

195,432

£21,730,272

£17,311,072

£4,419,200

199,178

2 43

3-40

123

1-92

|-95-101

55-56

Dec

Inc.

* Year 1905. t Tear 1906.





 



 


